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Sir,it is not for the first time but even
during the Budget Session I said that for
Gods sake perfrom better. Come together
in theinterest of the country and I said we
were all  interested in your succ-
ess, But what has happend. You
are  dis-integrating and we have just
seen a dis-integrating system, what
a threat it could be. A dis-integrating
skylab was a global threat. A dis-
integrating Janata Party is a national
threat. The skylab threat got removed
only when it fell to the earth. In the same
way it is only by the fall of this government
that this threat could be removed and,
therefore, when hon’ble Members appeal
to us that we should withdraw the Motion
in the national interest the national
interest truly today is that this dis-inte-
grating system should come to earth
as early as possible and something else
should crop out of it. The nation has
a little more confidence left in our po-
litical system today and therefore, I
would appeal to the Prime Minister—
afterall he is a senior politician who
has made a great number of sacrifices—
to set an example and that example
could be for the betterment of the nation
as a whole and, therefore, we are expecting
something big from him and let him
give a new lead and a new direction
where we efface our self-intercst and
look only at thc national interest. It
is in this context that we have moved
this motion and I have no doubt in my
mind that every party here and every
individual here with national interest
in his heart would vote for this motion
to ensure that this dis-integrating system—
brought to the earth as early as possible.

THE MINISTER

(SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES : Mr.

Speaker, Sir, Mr. Subramaniam has
made a very fervent appeal to the
Opposition to vote thii government
out and to bring in its place an
alternative which will be  better than
what we are. I presume this is the

alternative.

Sir, people who were voted out of
power by the people of this country less
than two and a half years ago—two years
and three and a half months to be pre-
cise, I presume—that is the better alter-
native that Mr. Subramaniam has in
his mind.

Sir, when the hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion moved the No-Confidence Motion,
he said this, that he was doing a national
duty. Sir, I did not know at what
point of time the hon. Leader of the Oppo-
sition decided that he had to perform
a national duty—a national duty in
the context of the failures of the Janata
Government and the kind of situation
which, according to him, the Janata
Government had created during the last
2 years and 3 months in which it has
been in existence. He listed out the
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failures—political, economic and social.
Well, Sir, I presume that success and
failure are invariably related to a cer-
tain achievement at a certain level.
In other words, youhave a bench-
mark, against which you measure success
or failure. I would like to ask the hon.
Leader of the Opposition : What is your
bench mark against which you are going
to jucge the success or the failure of my
party’s  Government ?  (Interruptions).
I shall discuss with you the spirit of 1977.
That spirit is very much alive in this
country. I shall discuss it with you.
Let us come to the vital issue.

. MR.SPEAKER : Let there be no
interruption. Let him proceed. Don’t
get excited.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES : I did
not like to speak because I know it hurts
them. Sir, what is the bench mark
against which they are going to
judge our performance and say that we

ave failed ? In 1975-76 and 1976-77—
during those two years,—when we had
the emergeney, I was in the underground
for about a year and it was during that
period of time that you—most of you
who are now seated there—were cele-
brating what you call ‘the dynamic de-
cade’ of economic achievement: -

AN HON. MEMBER
decade. (Interruptions)

Motion

Dynamite

MR. SPEAKER :Kindly allow him
to proceed. What is all this ? Let
the debate go on.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES:: - : ‘the
dynamic decade’ of economic achieve-
ment led by a person whom the present
Leader of the Opposition called, ‘My
Captain and my Doctor.” He said,
‘My Captain and my Doctor.” I was
sitting therc right in the opposition.
I was sitting right there, just behind
where he was sitting earlier. He got up
and said ‘My Captain and my Doctor’.
That was in the Fourth Lok Sabha.
I was shocked to hear him say ‘My Cap-
tain and my Doctor’ .

" SHRT YASHWANTRAQO CHAVAN
(Satara): She was the head of the team
and captain of the team. She was
my captain. What is wrong in it ?
What is thc use of saying it now ?

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES : Sir,
I am indeed happy that the hon. Leader
of the ppposition has.recalled or recollects
the fct that he said that the person
whé§ headed the dynamic decade was his
Captain. And I presume that he would
want to judge us by the performance
of that dynamic decade.

Now, Sir, what is that dynamic decade’s
performance against which he would
like to judge us ? Sir, we havc becn
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[Shri George Fernandes)

n for only 2 years and 3 months

7Y E and we could not 'have shaken the

:i:nahyu We could mot have done
at.

SHRI .C. M. STEPHEN : (Idukki)
Ask Babuji.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: Babuji
will give reply to you at the appropriate
time. Babuji is capable of taking ecare
of himself and taking carc of all of you.
Let us disscuss the achievements of the
dynamic decade because, I presume,
Sir, that my Government's performance
will be judged against the performance
of the predecessor Government. I am
not giving the performance of five
years or six years. or even two-ycars of

y performance, but I am
giving 10 years of your dynamic decade.

d my Government has been in exi-
tence for two years and threc months
and the kind of thing that has been said
here since yesterday, if you see the
debate:---+---what were the terms
used by each one of them ? Of course,
‘Mr. Stephen has a great talent for the use
of the English language. He can de-
velop from one alphabet a philosphy
though that can also hurt him because
his name also starts with ‘C'. Yesterday
you said that the country was going
shecad with a momentous speed. I am
quoting you. You said  ‘momentous
speed’. Then these people came in, that
is, we. on the basis of the farmer
momentum, for one ycar it went on and
then what happened ? I would again
quote Mr. Stephen.

“You have converted a galloping
cconomy and pment into
a complete ‘under development
and you have put it in backward
gear’’.

Now, Sir, here are the statistics. I know
you like the statistics when it suits you.
These are not my statistics. These
are your statistics. After all it is so
beautiful to be general and it is so hard
to come to the specific. It is so beautiful
to say ‘““you have not done what we

cted you to do’. But it is very
m\m to be rcminded of what you
did. What you did during the 10 years
of dynamic decade ? What did you
do ¥nthrc shall we start ? Since
you are going to decide, since Mr. Subra-
maniam has given a call now for
overthrow of this Government and its
replacement by a great new Government
consisting of you all th hon. gentle-
men over there, I would like to know where
you want to start ? With your dyna-
mic decade::-+? Under the leader
of the opposition ?  Under your cap-
tain and doctor and 1 ip ain,
the number of people who lived below
. wr  erty line was 240 million. Whenl
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your dynamic decade ended the number
went up to 420 million. These are
not my statistics. These are your sta-
tistics. Your leader was captain, she
was than the Chairman of the Planning
Commission apart from being the Prime
Minister and dictator. These are your

statistics and.......... »when I
mention ‘statistics’ you all started
making noice. You dislike statistics.

Statistics started since when ? It is
not my own statistics, but it is your own.
My statistics are yet to comec. These
arc yours. Thcsc are Emergenzy period
statistics, the observation of thc dy-
namic decade during thc course of which
you spent several crores of rupees to
mislead the people, to deceive the people
to fool the people, about your perfor-
mance of your dynamic decade. When
you atarted, 240 million people were
below the poverty line and when your
dynamic decade brought to close, 420
million people were below the poverty
line. Is that you are going to judge ?
Is that the bench-mark ? I would like

. to know. Where do you want to go ?

Yoy want to talk about what you fed
the people of India, how you clothed
the people of India, how you look
after the basic simple economic needs
of the people of India. Is that where
you want to start ?

The people of this country depend
on pulses for th ir protein needs. You
know what happened during the dyna-
mic decade. The availability of pulses
fell down from 60 grammes per day to
42 grammes per day. This is the decade
of achievement. That was your care of
the poor. It is so easy to glibly refer to
the poor, to the hataoing of the garibbi,
ctc. It is very easy to say so. This is what
you did and how you performed.

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN: Why do you
suppress the fact that pulses is one com-
modity which was in shortage during that
period.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: Then,
we have improved and increased the
output during the last two years.

What about cloth ? How did you clothe
the poor of this country ? When the
dynamic decade began, onean average,
15-5 metres of cloth was available per
head per annum and in ten years, you
brought it down to 13 metres per head per
annum. This is what you did. I wish,
you gentlemen, at te1st should be willing
to be educated since you have got to
run the Government, as Shri Subraman-
iam would like you to do.
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Then, sugar. You may, of course, say
that the poor do not eat sugar. it is only
meant for the rich. You may say that if
you want, We have brought the price of
sugar down and we have produced more
sugar than you cver produced. This is
what¢ we did. And what did you do ?
When the dynamic decade began, the
per capita sugar production in this coun-
try was 7 kgs. per annum, and when
the dynamic decade ended, it came down
0 6 kgs. per annum. And in the last year
for which the production figures are avail-
able, we have been able to raise it to
10 kgs. per annum.

Then, how did you make the people

walk about ? Do you know the figures
relating to the footwear, rubber or lea-

ther, you produced in terms of number
of pairs ? When the dynamic decade
began, you produced €-9 crores pair,
leather and rubber, of footwear. Of
course you can say that you do not expect
the poor to wear footwear. That is not
our concept of the poor; you may say that.
When the dynamic decade ended, you
brought down this figure of 6-9 crores to
5-4 crores pairs of footwear, leather and
rubber. What was the result ? Assuming
that one pair of footwear was used by a
person for year, whereas 41 crores of
people had nothing to wear when your
dynamic decade began, and when it
ended, 54 crores of people had nothing
to wear.

I4 is necessary for me to point out all
this to you, because you have been dis-
cuming about our performance. I shall
come to our performance later. I am
laying the bench mark. Shri Vasant
Sathe, you must understand this; you
have studied a little bit of economics,
others may not have. You made a very
beautiful speech; 1 was genuinely moved
by your speech.

SHRI1 VASANT SATHE: From where
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have you manufactured all these statis- |

tacs ?

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: I will
tell you; it is necessary for me to answer
this question. These statistics are all
available in the Parliament Library and
the books from which you can get them
are: A Decade of Achievements, 1966—75
published by the DAVP, Government of
India and which was on exhibition near
the Janpath Hotel, organised by a very
close personal licutenant or Assistant of
the then dictator and which even while
I was underground, I was to visit and
collect personally, for your information.
Then, these figures are taken from India,
1975 published by the Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting in the year 1976.
These figures are taken from the Statistical
Pocket Book published by the Central

Motion

Statistical Oraganization of the Govern-
ment of India in the year 1976. You
can get them from the Library.I am
giving you these ready references; I am
saving you the bother:

17 hrs.

Then, they talk of infrastructure. Shri
Subramaniam spoke today and Shri Naik
also said many things yesterday; I do
not see him around, I have to tell him
something. Yes. I shall come to “Small
is beautiful”, and toMr. Naik. Or,
should I say it rightnow ? Mr. Naik
would not understand the meaning of
“Small is beautiful” and he would not
understand the meaning of (fakli and
charkha, about which he joked and laughed
yesterday. It was from Gandhiji that
we  got “Small is beautiful.” Tt was
Gandhiji from whom we got takli and
charkha. He was telling this nation, “We
do or die”, and went with these takl;
and charkha into the prison at Yeravada

in Maharashtra. In the same Maharashtra, |

in Pussar, Mr. Vasantrao Naik was recruit-
ing soldiers for the British Army and
raising money for the War Fund, as the
Chairman of the National War Fund
district committce. How can he under-
stand it ? So, he jokes here; he jokes about
our industrial policy, Small and Cottage
industries, and about the industrial policy
which is taking jobs to people who never
had jobs. I am sorry I had to say this,
Mr. Stephen ; you willforgive me for having
said this, if you want to.

I was terribly taken aback, to say the
least, yesterday when hon. Members,
particularly those who have been a part
of the freedom struggle and part of the
Gandhian  tradition, applauded Mr.
Naik when he talked on takli and charkha.
They applauded him yesterday. I was
here, listening to his speech.

SHRI SAUGATA ROY: He joked
about your concept of fakli. (Interrup-
tions).

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: I will
explain my concept. Don’t worry. Please
have some patience. The less you obstruct
me, the more you will hear {rom me. Beca-
use you talked about the inadequate infra-
structure—Railways, Ports and what have
you ; vou talked about all this—how
steel is not available and so on and so
forth.

You know what happened, Mr. Subra-
maniam, the hon. former Minister of
Industry.

274
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SHRI C. SUBRAMANIAM: I don’t
claim as much knowledge as you do.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES : Thank
you ve%hmuch. You know what hap-
pened. en the dynamic decade began,
you were producing 9-3 Kgs. of steel per
head per annum. When that dynamic
decade was put to an end, you started
producing 7:8 Kgs of Stecl, per capita
per annum. This is what you did and
created. (Interruptions)

AN HON. MEMBER: You are im-
porting it now at ' double the price.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: It is
against this back-drop that I hope they
will judge our performancc. What is our
performance. We shall come to our per-
formance. (Interruptions) Last year, our
industrial growth was 89;. In the current
year, there were problems. In March, April
and May we had severe problems, In
spite of those problems, we have been able
to maintain an industrial growth rate of
59%. I want to assurc the hon. Members
on the Treasury benches and those in the
Opposition, that we shall achicve, even
during the current year, a growth rate
of 82, and we shall try to improve on the
growth rate of 8%,. (Interruptions)

Yes; we had problems of power. In
Koyna, where they were gencrating 640
megawatts every day, it came down to 50
megawatts. The lakes went dry, We had
problems in West Bengal. Qur comrades
from the CPM will be able to explain those
problems. And they will tell you that they
are problems of your creation. They will
tell vou that.

SHRI JYOTIMOY
tely.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: We
have problems; but we shall overcome
thosc problems. And when we talk of
the growth rate, it may concern industry
or agriculturec, Now about agricultural
production. Yesterday, one of my hon.
colleagues mentioned, while partici pating
in the debate, that we shall not take the
view that when we have a good harvest,
it is duc to our Prime Minister; and when
it is bad harvest, it is due to the
failure of the monsoon. We shall not
take that position, Last year, agricultural
production was a record 1265 million ton-
nes; and this year agricultural production
has surpassed all records, and we are at
130°5 million tonnes. We shall improve
on this. You do not like statistics. What
can 1 do ? How will you learn ? 43:5
per cent of the total public expend iture
in this country will go into the rural
sector, agricultural sector, village sector
of our economy. That is what our econom’c
results are showing today.

BOSU: Absolu-
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Mr. Gopal, I find that you are finally
getting nterested in statistics.

(Interruptions)

SHRI K. GOPAL (Karur): It is very
good for Choupaty beach, not for Parlia-
ment.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: When
it hurts, it becomes Choupaty. I can
see that.

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN: Perhaps he
will teach you tomorrow.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: I am
always willing to learn. That is why I am
here. Since you are not willing to learn,
that is why thijs has happened.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: His master
has not helped the Janata Party stu-
dents.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: When
I said 4325 per cent of the total plan outlay
in the next five years is going into the
rural sector, agricultvral sector, it is
Rs. 33,000 crores in monetary terms.
Rs. 33,000 crores going into the rural sector,
agricultural sector means 1-1/2 times the
total outlay in that sector ‘n monetary
term that you had put there for the last
30 years. Of course, the value of rupee
has gone down; and how much during
the dynamic decade alone it has gone down.
Let us start from 1947. The hon.
Leader of the Oppositicn was the Firance
Minister for a short while. It started during

1 the dynamic decade with 54 paise. 1ts value
| was 54 paisc in ten years and with dog-

1 gedness and perseverance your captains
+had brought it down to 25 paise. So,
you had a problem. I agree that the valuc
of the rupee has gone down. But taking all
these factors, the fact is that Rs. 33,000
crores which is 1-1/2 times the money
which you had put in the rural sector in the
last 30 years is g oing there. 1+ 7 crore hec-
tares of land will be brought under

irrigation in these 5 yeats.

Yesterday, Mr. Nayak was very eloquent
on how the irrigation programme was
started very early and how it was fructi-
fied much later. Of course, that was your
tradition. We are not doing that thing.
We have gone into the small and beautiful,
which he does not like. He is so fascinated
by large. From Pusa to Bombay, I know
that it is a long distance. But, somewhow,
or the other, he is so accustomed to
Bombay and its largeness that he has for-
fu:}tten Pusa which is small, which is beauti-
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I am sure, Mr. Vasant Sathe will agree
because he is not very far from Pusa.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: I say Pusa
is heautiful.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: Thank
lv,‘.'ou. During the last-two years 5-:1 million
ectares of land was brought under irriga-
tion in small projects, in  bcautiful pro-
jects; and this is what has contributed to
increase food production: and food pro-
duction will continue to go up. Where will
you compare your bench mark. When you
say about our economic performance, you
say from this galloping rate of growth,
we have taken the country back. Mr.
Stephen, which was the galloping rate of
growth' during the dynamic decade? And
I tell you something about how that
galloping rate of growth was. The gross
national product per capita income
when the dynamic decade began was
Rs. 331-1 per head per year; and in ten
years, Mr. Stephen, you galloped so far
and your captains and your leader did so
well—the Leader of the Opposition—
that we reached Rs. 337° 5. In other words,
in ten years, the increase was exactly Rs,
6-90...... (Interryttions)

SHRI K. GOPXL: What was the popu-

lation then ?

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: We
are discussing per capita income; that is
the trouble with them; they refuse to
learn. I think in planning one always
takes care of the increase in population.
However, I shall give you the statistics
about your galloping rate of growth.
In 1971-72, the growth rate was minus o*g
per cent—galloping: in 1972-73 it was
minus 3- G per cent, further down. In 1973~
74 it was plus 2-9 per cent, in 1974-75
it was minus 1 per cent. In 1975-76 with
two years of emergency with you it was
plus 6-8 per cent. In 1976-77—what was
it, emergency fruits, gains of emergency—
when the gains of emergency started
coming in the growth rate fell down %y
0:06 per cent. In 1977-78, the very
first ycar of the Janata government, the

ate went up by 5'2 per cent. Last year
despite all the problems, with 8 per cent
industrial growth rate and 3 per cent agri-
cultural growth rate, we have been able
to maintain a growth rate of 3:9 per
cent. This is the achievement. I should like
to kncw, when the hon. Leader of the op-
position is going to reply to the debate,
what his bench mark so far as our economic
performance is concerned. Will you weight
this against the dynamic decade and its
performance and the galloping rate of
growth of Mr. Stephen; will you compare
us to that and then say that Janata govern-
ment’s performance is dismal and the in-
dustrial and economic scene is all going
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We have problems in the economic
sector; we have problems. Despite these
problems we are doing well. Mr. Subra-
maniam told us, appealed to the Prime
Minister to sec that the growth was
balanced. It is a balanced growth. We
have done extra-ordinarily well. I am
proud of the achievements of the Janata
party in the last two years in so far as
management of the economy is concerned.
We have problems and believe it or not,
they are problems of a fast rate of growth.
Hon. Members are speaking about steel;
I know there are questions about steel.
Cement, yes, there are questions about
cement. There are shortages in a large
number of essential commodities. How
do those shortages come in. They had
planned for annual growth of about 3—s
per cent. Currently, as far as cement is
concerned, steel is concerned, the basic
inputs in industry are concerned, the
growth rate is between 10 and 15 per cent.
have problems; the infrastructure is
unable to meet the growth. They had
planned for agricultural decline, but we
have boosted agricultural production.
Take the problems of transport. They
did not care for the ports. What was their
investment in ports, I ask Mr. Supraman-
iam. What was their investment in the rail-
ways, I ask Mr. Subramaniam. What was
their investment in transport infrastruc-
ture. Look at the production of the trans-
port sector. Their production was 35—
40,000 commercial vehicles for the last,
God knows how many years. The first thing
that we did was to improve that SECTOR.
Last year in the transport sector, auto-
motive sector, production went up by 35
per cent in 1977-78 the production went
up by 42 per cent last year we produced
60,000 commercial vehicles in this country
and put them on the roads. We are main-
taining that rate of growth this ycar our
target is to produce at least 80,000 com-
mercial vehicles in this country, double
the number of what we inherited only
2 and half years ago; that is what we are
up to.

SHRI SAUGATA ROY: This is a so-
cialist convention.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: This
is not a socialist convention. I suppose
it hurts you to discuss Socialism. Does it
hurt you to be educated on socialism ?
(Interruptions)

'So, whereby economy is concerned, I
want hon. members to realise that all their
arguments are hollow, they are baseless
in terms of output, in terms of production,
in terms of growth. The Janata Govern-
ment’s performance is an excellent per-
formance and we are proud of that per-
formance. (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: This is not the ques-
tion answer session.



279 No-Confidence

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: We
have been told ;hat in terms o& the political
management of the country there are pro-
blems. Our party has been under attack.
We have had problems in our party.
Everybody knows this. I do not want to
discuss my party problems on the floor of
the House. We have problems in our
party. I am conscious of the fact and I am
sure the House is conscious and the
Nation is conscious of the fact that we
came from six differcnt strcams to form
one strcam. We camc from six different
strcams. 2 1/4 yecars ago we belonged to
six differcnt parties or groups. There were
four partics and all other organisations
that came into existence. We came from
these six different streams to converge to
form one main stream. We were ideologi-
cally differing temperamentally, differ-
ing people. Of course, we have ambitions.
Why should I hide the fact ? After all one
is in politics, one is in public life. If there
were no ambitions which is also coupled
with an clement of altruism, one would
not be in public life. If one were only
altruistic person, then one would be a her-
mit. One would be doing service in  some
rural areas. Onc would not be in public
life in the manner in which a politician
is. If one werec merely ambitious, you
take the country where you and your lea-
der took it. And all of you accepted it
on June 26, 1975. When ambition and
altruism blend in a proper mix, that is
where you can really run demeocratic poli-
tics and where a democratic party, Mr.
Sathe, please listen......

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Both things

combined.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: I
thought you are proud of your fortitude.
Be proud of it. Do not brush it black.
So, this is where we are a democratic party
and with powerful personalities, with clash-
ing ambitions, with ideologically different
and differing backgrounds, we have our
difficulties. I am not trying to brush those
differences or difficulties under the carpet.
We have that.

If hon. members of the Opposition were

" to speak about different voices in which
we speak, for instance, about bonus ques-
tion to speak that only in my party there
are differences on this question, what are
your views on this question ? I am not
asking to-day’s views. In the ycar 1974
| at 2+ g0 in the night, you sent Border Secu-
rity Force Acroplane to Lucknow to arrest
me and bring me and put me in Tihar
Jail at 5 O’Clock in the morning and
there was adjournment motion moved in
this House and on the 8th May, 1974 the
Railwaymen struck work, and on gth May,
1974 there was No Confidence Motion
moved in this House. May I request all
of you, hon. members of the Opposition
to please go to the library and read what
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your leaders spoke on the bonus issue, on
the workmen, on their demands and all
that they said ? Will you also go through
the newspapers and find out alrthat your
police, you military, your Territorial
Army, your Border Security Force, every
repressive organ of the State did ? Will
you please find out what they did ? Will
you please go through the newspapers
what hon. members of the Oppositio!
said ? Will you go through the newspapers
and your speeches ?

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN: You brought
about strike on this. For the last 2 1/2 years
you have been in power. What have you
done about that ?

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: I
will come to that.

I thought the hon. Mr. C. M. Stephen
was also concerned with certain philoso-
phical discussion because he is very philo-
sophical in speeches. I read his speeches of
1974. They amused me, the kind of the
speeches that he made, the way he wanted
strike to be suppressed, the way he asked
for the strike to be suppressed and to-day
he supports the demand for bonus, Mr.
Stephen !

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN: I ask you
to redeem your pledge or get out. That is
what I say.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: We
will redeem our pledges. We shall re-
deem our pledges, Mr. Stephen; we shall.
But since each one of you day in and day
out in this House and outside talk about the
differences among us on the bonus ques-
tion, I am only trying to test your own
sincerity and your own conviction. Are
you men of conviction or are you op-
purtunists ? What are you? In 1974
you suppressed the railway strike and
today you say, ‘‘Are the railwaymen
getting their demands ?”’

SHRI VASANT SATHE: You arc a
great opportunist. Why don’t you ask this
question to yourself ?

SHR1 GEORGE FERNANDES: So,
Sir, we have our diffcrences and we are
trying to reconcile them. As I said, we have
come from different streams and we are
trying to reconcile the ideological, personal
and other differences that exist between us.
But on the other hand, what happencd
to you ? You went to the polls as onc
party. How many are you today'? What
is the latest country from Kanyakumari
to Jammu and Kashmir ? How many
are- you ?

AN HON. MEMBER: They do not
know !
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SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: They
do not know | That is the alternative Mr.
Subramaniam wants—*“Throw the Janata
out and bring this in”’. Is this the alter-
native you are speaking of ? Is this a better
alternative politically and economically ?
I showed you your bench-marks. Politically
isf ;his the alternative you are spcaking}
of ?

The hon. Leader of the Opposition was
to speak about the social situation. He
said—his words were very moving—
“Where the Harijans are concerne he
live in the same neglected condition.”

SHRI' DINEN BHATTACHARYA :
You are doing onc disservice to the people
and to the nation by uniting them together
—the two black sons of the Congress !

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES : As
I said, the hon. Leader of the Opposition
was to speak about the same neglected
condition in which the Harijans are, In
other words, there is no bench-mark, Mr.
Subramaniam, for a better Government.
Your cwn Leader of the Opposition was to
say yesterday that the Harijans are in the
same neglected condition, But  are they
really? You talk of atrocities on Harijans.
Do you know the number of atrocities ag-
ainst Harijans in 19717 Do you care to
rcmember?  According to your own statis-
tics, the number of atrocitics against Hari-
jans was 2127 in 171, 2384 in 1972 and
2758 in the first six months alone of the
year 1074. (Interruptions), Then why
do you speak of them? What is your
bench mark when you talk of a better alters
native for the Janata? Where do you want
to draw the line?

SHRI C.M. STEPHEN: See vyour

clections  manifesio.

SHRI GEORGE TERNANDES : 1
am on my own manifesto and I want to
promise the hon, Leader of the Oppositinn.
I want him to know (hat_consciously and
deliberately we have scen to nl_axl the
Harijans get a better deal in this country;
that it is not reservation onlyin terins ct the
class IV service. This is what rescrvation
has come to mean in this country, It is
not merely job reservations in class 1V
sector as sweeper.  No, Sir, It
is providing them with oprortunities across
the country. We are setting up special
corporations and making available resour-
ces for them. We are making money
available to them. The entirc  thrust of
our industrial policy is moving into the rural
arcas. Thisis where we are providing them
with opportunitics . Last year we trained
60,000 young boys and girls belonging to
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Harijans, minorities and backward ccm-
munities to weave carpets. This year we
are training another 60,000. This is
where  we are making them cconomically
self-reliant.  The entire  thrust  of our
economic policy through the Khadi and
Village Industrics Commission, the Hard-
looms Board and the Handicrafts Board is
aimed at_ameliorating the conditions of the
Harijans, the ward “and the poorest of
the poor in the rural areas, Last year
we produced 11 per cent more cloth in the
handloomsector, 'That much of more mon-
ey went in the hands of the rural poor and
not in the hands of the big people of wh.om
Mr. Vasantrao Naik is the great admirer.
They are poor people, backward people,
minority communities people. Then what
exactly is your bench mark against which
you want to judge us?

You spoke about the Christians. You
spoke about the Frcedom of Religion Bill,
I am glad, you spoke about it. 1 am glad
that Mr. Stephen referred to it, 1 am glad
that the hon, Leader of the Opposition has
referred to it. And this is one other issue
where you have, perhaps, found us speak-
ing differently. My friend,my collczgue
in the Cabinet, Mr. Mohan Dharia, for
instance, very emphatically said in Cochin—
in your own homc State, Mr, Stephen—
a few days ago-that as long as there arc I
people like him in the Jenata Party and
Janata Government—and he was speakirg
for himself—the Freedom of Religion 1il}
shall not be passed. He has said it. Fut
what have you done? A Private Member’s
Bill, across the country you have tried to
project it as a Janata Government or
Janata Party Bill. Is this honesty?>— T
ask the Leader of the oppositiou, I ask
hon, Mr. Stephen.

SHRI VASANT SATHE : The Prime
Minister has supported it,

SHRI1 GEORGY. FERNANDES : The
Primc Minister never said it. 1 am soiry,
you cannot be unfair to the Prime Minisicr,
The Prime Minister has never szid that it
is the Government’s policy or a Goverrment
Bili. The Prime Minister has expressed
his personal views which you have used for

your personal purposes{Shall I for the benefit
of the hon. Member from the North-Fastcrn
patt, who said that we are treated as fourth
class citizens, make only two submissions?
’m_thggim three Chiefs of Staff who.
are concerned with the defence of the coun-
try—the General of the Army. Gereral
alhotra, I do not nced 1o tell you his
community or rcligion, the Chief of the Air

Force, Air Chicf Marshal Latif; T do not need
to tell you his community and religion;
he is a Muslim, and the Chief of the Navy
i ira, a_ Christipn™) What
[ want? efence

of our motherland isin the hands of tkree



283 No-Confidence -

[Shri George Fernandes]

top Generals belonging to three different
communities, The Janata Govcrmmnent

did it and this has happened for the first time,

SHRI VASANT SATHE : Are you sug-
gesting  that you superseded some jpeople
to achieve this or what isit?

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES : I tell
vyou this, I know Mr. Sathe you are a very
clever man and vou think that you always
put very clever questions. We did not
supersede anybody. You used todo that
in rder to prevent the Muslims........
(Interruptions)- The pointis ., if the Janata
Government were anti-Muslim, anti-Chirst-

‘ ian and anti-minority communities, then,
Sir, the Janata Government should have
superseded Admiral Parcira and Air Chief
Marshal Latif. This is the proof if proof
is needed, of the secular character of the
Government,

SHRI C.M. STEPHEN : You are not,
SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES : We

know what you did. We can produce any

amount of evidence if you like.

They talk about this Bill. Have you
forgotten the Madhya Pradesh Bill, Mr.
Stephen ? e N

SHRI C.M. STEPHEN : That Bill
\ was when the Jan Sangh Government was
there....... «.(Interruptions).

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES : Plcase
correct your information,

SHRI C. SUBRAMANIAM : May I
request the Prime Minister to keep the
Services out of politics?

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES : The
whole thrust of the Opposition has been to
call my Party a communal Party. The
Opposition inside this House and out-
side hs called my party as an anti-Cliristian
Party. I come from the Chrisiizn com-
muaty..e L (Interruptions). 1 am irying  to

; clarify the position,

SHRI A, BALA PAJANOR : D¢ clear
on th= Bill. Donot try to defend it or try
to confuse us by giving a different angle,

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES : Then
the question about  the law  and  order
situation was arised. Tt was mentioned by
Shri Naik ~and ofhers that this is the first
time in the hisiory of India that the_arm
and police clashed, What has appcncg
15 very uniortunate, But have you forgotten
19737 Have you forgotten what happened
in Uttar Pradesh?

< - e
SHRI C. M. STEPHEN : The Chief
Minister resigned asa result of that,

JULY 12, 1079

|

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES : The
Chief Minister was promoted as Union Mr-
ister, Mr. Stephen. Do not forget your
history; at least remember your history.

What happened in 1967, when the, pre-
sent Leader of the Opposition was the
Homec Minister,  YYas not the Border Secu-
rity Force moved 1n? Did the Border
Security Force not drop ‘icar gas shells?
ceoveac{Intennuptions). The  man  thyough
whom you operated is Commandam-(!mer-
al Shri Rustamji and 1 am rcading his
document,

“It was the 14th April, 1967 and just by
chance I happencd to be in the roum of
the Home Secretary when the problems of
the Delhi police came up. The Declhi
Administration wasin favour of taking
strong action to arrest some of the police-
men who had shown offensive conduct. For
three years they had been agitating for
removal of their grievances, and none had
listened to them, They, had put up post-
ers, organised public meetings, refused
to take their pay, once, and worst of all
they had shouted slogans. All because
their Union was not recognised, and no
redress could be secured.”

Then what happened? They organised

a satyagraha, He says :

“The satvagrahis ran through the lane
and collected in tront of the hous. of  the
Home Minister (Shri Y,B. Chavan) where
they sat down according to tl e standard
plan of satyagraha, while their lcaders
addressed them,”

Then what happencd the next day?

““The next day the BSF encircled the
Satyagrahi group tightly and mcekly led
them away. This was all that happened
as far as the Delhi Police  strike was con-
cerned.  Newspapers  highlighied  the
imaginary  dangers. all types of rumours
and reports cirenlaied in the capial,”

Thena you dropped tear-gas sghecls a few
vards away from Tin Murti, much to the
dismay of the wives  and childrcn of the
people residirg there, created a smoke screen
and took away the  pocessionists,

As for the bullets the hon, Mcembers on
the other sice should at least keep quiet,
I think they owe it at least to their party
to say what happened during their regime.
So far as UP is concerned, again Command-
ant Rustomiji says :

““The next morning the Defence Secretary
(Skri Govind Narain) and I were asked to
go at once to Lucknow. The P.A.C had
resisted disarming, the shootind had started
Army and police shot it out in several
places. In Banaras, Sultanpur, and Kanpur,
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there were open battles, The first day’s ;
tally seemed to indicate that there were
between 100 to 150 casualties , mostly in the
police, though the army suffercd a few losses

too. The army ?ﬁ_ﬁ_bjigyjlx—hm—ﬂf
more__than they could chew, and scveral
battalions of army and palice had to be

moved by air all over Uttar Pradesh te sup-
port the units in the field.”

ASADHA 21, 1901 (SAKA)

You know how many hundreds were killed, ’

Shri Saugata Roy. This is how bullets
were used then. This is what happened
then. So if one discusses the law and order
situation, this was the law and order situa-
tion,

So, it is your bench mark against which
you are going to judge the performances of
the Janata Government, Your economic,
social, political and law and order _argu-
ments against the Janata Government are
b%w. 1 agree we have our problems, I
agree (hat we need to perform better, I agree
that the people had tremendous hopes and
expectations on the Janata Government.
The people voted us % power two
and a quarter years ago, so that their
expectations and aspirations will be fulfilled.
And I want to assure the House that {it
shall be the duty of our Government to see
that all the pledges that we gave to the
people, every one of the pledges that we gave
to the pccf;{c are fulfilled. For two and a
quarter years we have laid theToundations,
we shall proceed.further and see that these
promises are fulfilled and I only hope that
the House , and particularly the Opposi-
tion, will give us all the support that we
need to see that these pledges are fulfflled.

that the hon™t¥atler of the Opposition has

With these words, I oppose the motion
moved and I urge the House to reject il.‘
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