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Committee for the effective function-
ing of the Commission;

(¢) whether Government propose to
take over the Intec-State Transport;

(d) whether the views of the State
Qovernments have been ascertained
i» this respect; and

(e) if so, the particulars thereof?

The Minister of Transport and Ship-
ping (Dr, V. K. R. V. Rao): (a) There
are certain special difficulties which
are under examination. Nevertheless,
and within its limitations, the Com-
mission has been doing useful work.

(b) A statement is laid on the table
of the Sabha. [Placed in Librery. See
No. LT-38/67)

(v) to (e) The recommendations of
the Commutice are under examination,
in consultation with the Planning
Commission and the Stater Govern-
ments,

Food Situation

*32. Shri Nath Pai:

Shri Shri Chand Goel
Shri D. C, Sharma:

Shri Ramachandra Ulaka:
Shri Dhuleshwar Meena:
Shri S. Supakar:

Shri M. Sudarsanam:

Will the Minister of Food and
Agriculture be pleased to lay a state-
tnent on the Table showing production
of foodgrains in the couniry this
year, giving a crop-wise and State-
wise break-up ang state the estimated
deficit and measures Government
propose to adopt to meet it?

The Minister of State in the Miuis-
tey of Food, Agriculture, Community

Annmahib Shinde):
of production of foodgrains Crop-wise
and State-wise for 1968-87 are not
yet svailable.

It is difficult to give a precise idea
about the extent of deficit in food-
graing since this would depend on a
sumber of factors including the level

of production, carry-over stocks,
growth of population, rise in income
Jevels, shift in consumption pattern,
rate of urbanuisation ete. However,
Government is making arrangements
for mports 10 the extent feasible in
order to meet the deficit,

Fourih General Elections

*33 Shri 8. C. Samanta:
Shri Nath Pai:

Shri George Fernandes:
Shri Hukam Chand
Kachhavaiya:

Shri Onkar Lal Berwa:

Will the Minister of Law be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) the matute of complaints made
by the various political parties and
vandidates during the conduct of
General Elections in  February last
and action taken '» the Election
Commission thereon;

(b) wneibher any preliminary or
interim report is proposed to be sub-
mitied; and

(¢) the total and State-wise ex-
penditure on the Gencral Elections
and the contributions made by the
States towards the expenditure?

The Minister of Law (Shri Govinda
Menon): (a) Complaints mostly of a
general nature like disturbances at
election meetings, closure of indus-
tria] establishment on the date of
poll, rejection of nomination papers,
wrong allotment of symbols, elc.
‘were received by the Election Com-
mission during the conduct of the
general elcctions in  February last.
The Commission took prompt action
to make enquiries wherever the
allegations were prima facie verifi-
able. .

(b) No, Sir.

(c) The total and Statewise ex-
penditure on the last general elec-
tions has not yet been worked out
by e Election Commission as the
informationi in relation thereto is not
yet available, By and large, ex-
penditure incurred by the Govern-
ment in conneetion with elections ta



459 Written Answers MARCH 21, 1987 Written Answers 490

the House of the People and the State
Legislative Assemblies held simul-
taneously are shared on a 50-50 basis
between the Central Government
and the State Governments.

Food Situation

*34. Shri D. C, Sharma:
8hri Shri Shand Goel:
Shri Kanwar Lal Gupta:
Shri Nath Pai:
Shri Prakash Vir Shastri:
Shri C. C. Desal:
Shri S. Supakar:
Shri M. Sudarsanam:
Shri Ram Kishen Gupta:

Will the Mimister of Food and
Agriculture be pleased to state:

(a) Government's assessment of
the food situation in the country at
present; and

(b) the detaills of the measures
taken or planned to meet the food
situation, ard maintain supplies of
minimum foodgrains to all the peo-
ple th:roughout tbe country?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Commu-
nity Development and Cooperation
(Shri Annasahib Shinde): (a) The
food situation in the countiy cont-
nuous to be difficult A detarled
sta ement on the subject 15 being
laid on the Table of the House sepa-
rately

{b) The new Government wil] have
a fresh look on the problem and any
further measures that may be found
necessary will be planned after dis-
cussion a: the Chief Ministers’ Con-
ference to be held early next month
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Cost of Imported Foodgrains

*36. Dr. Karmy Singh: Wil the
Vhinister of Food and Agriculture be
pleascd 1o stale

(a) whether the cos  of mmported
foodgrains has gone up as a result of
devaluation,

(h) the difference between plede-
valuation and post-devaluation prices
per ton of imported wheat, and

(¢) how it 1s reflected 1n the com-
mon man’s food oudget? ~

The Minister of State in the Mini-
try of Food, Agriculture, Commu-
nity Development and Cooperation
(Shri Anhasaheb Shinde): (a) Yes.
Sir

{b) and (c) The difference bet-
ween pre-devaluation and post-deva-
luation cost of imported wheat 18
about Rs., 209 per metric ton. The
1ssue price of imported wheat was
not increased immediately after
devaluation. The price was, how-
ever, raised slightly from Rs, 350 ‘o
Rs. 55 per quintal with effect fromy
the 15th November, 1068.





