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SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra): Sir,
for the last so many years, I have
been rather concerned with our deple-
ting freedoms. In the last few months,
we have seen great inroads being
made not only on our freedoms but
also on our credulities, We have seen
reports published which have been
deliberately planted in newspapers.
In fact, I have been going zround
saying, in the last three weeks, at
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least a few hundred lies must have
been publisheq deliberately in

the

Pbress. ]

I cannot entirely blame the re-
porters and pressmen who have taken
these reports to their offices, because
I have known from personal know-
ledge that very often reports were
given, information leaked out and
statements made which were contrary
to real facts. This process of gradual
erosion on our freedoms started many
Yyears ago, but as a result of what
happened during the last two or three
weeks, it has taken on an accelerated
tempo, At this stage, I would like
to mention a particular conversation
which was heard from a Cabinet
Minister by severa] people present not
far from where I am standing now.
A Cabinet Minister of the Govern-
ment of India was trying to impress
upon his limiteq audience about how
the press had now become very fair
and very balanced in its view, He
quoted an editorial written in  the
Hindustan Times and said, “See what
a balanced editoria) this is!” He went
on to say that except for Frank
Moraes “What hag been publisheq in
the Express also is giving a  very
balanced view.” An observer happen-
ed to point out, “What about the
Statesman?” He said, “What can I
do? The trouble with the Statesman
is that they can stand on their own
legs.” I think a world of meaning can
be implied in this slip on the part of
this Cabinet Minister. I am afraid
that this is the fact that we have all
been subjected to. Sir, you have
heard speakers before me complain-
ing very bitterly and I will not make
the same accusations. I think they
have been rather eloquently made,
But it is not only the press but also
our airways that have been somewhat
polluted recently. I can assure you, it
was not through another nuclear ex-
plosion. This time it was purely by
the verbiage that was fed into the air.
Similarly on many other fronts. I
feel our freedom has been eroded. I
would like to take this opportunity
of warning this House that unless we
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set some rules and code of conduct
about what is good Journalism, what
is independent journalism and what is
journalism uninterfered by the single
largest and greatest authority and
power that we are surrounded with—
the Government of India—I think our

fate and our future are rather
dismal,

SHRI KARTIK ORAON  (Lohar-
daga): Mr, Chairman, the function

of an Ambassador is to lie in a foreign
country about his own country for
the good of his own country. Similar-
ly, the function of the press is to lie
in its own country about its own
country for the good of its own
country.  Fortunately or unfortuna-
tely the press, which is the guide of
the progress of the country, is failing
in its duty because most of the news-
Papers are oWned by big businessmen
or political parties. So long as they
are owned and managed by big busi-
ness or political parties their primary
function would be to sing the song of
their owners. Therefore, unless the
monopoly in newspapers is removed

they cannot give expression to their
independent opinion and thereby
serve the nation. What the country
today needs is independent opinion

about many things which affect the
interests of the country, For instance,
the opposition consider it their func-
tion to oppose anything that comes
from the government, whether it is
right or wrong. In the same way, if
the newspapers are owned by politi-
ca] parties, they would also function
the same way. Therefore, in the in-
terests of the country, the press,
which is one of the instruments of
freedom of expression, should be al-
lowed to function freely ang without
any restrictions. If they are not
given that freedom, then there is no
use of talking about the fundamental
rights of the citizens.

Then, if government make some
investment in some papers oOf
news agencies they should en-

sure that they are functioning well.
For instance, T have been hearing
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complaints about Samachar Bharati;
I do not know how far they are cor-
rect. Since a number of govern-
ments have invested money in this
news agency, it is the duty and res-
ponsibility of the government to ap-
point a Managing Director or General
Manager in the Board so that he can
look after the interests of the govern-
ment and the money that has been
invested by the government. At the
same time, he can ensure that some
guidelines are formulated as to how it
shoulq function.

All the laws that we enact should
be with a view to see that the Piress
Council enjoys the maximum {ree-
dom, uninterfered by any  political
party or businessmen.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMAION AND
BROADCASTING AND 1IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI I. K. GUJRAL): I am
grateful to the hon. Members that on
clause 2 so much debate has been
initiated. Some points have been
made which I would like to meet
here. One of my hon. friends has
asked me if we are giving substan-
tial advertisements  to Indian
language papers or not, so far as
advertisement goes. I will dispose of
this point by saying that not cnly are
we helping the small and medium
newspapers but we are particularly
helping the Indian language news-
papers. 18.13 per cent of the total
budget of the DAVP goes to Hindi
papers and 37.98 per cent to other
Indian language newspapers; in other
words 56 per cent of the total budget
of DAVP goes to language papers.
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