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George Fernandes Underground Bulletin

«The arcest of Shri Jayaprakash is unfortunate. He is no ordinary
worker. He has-forsaken all for the sake of the deliverance of his
country. His industry is tireless. His capacity for suffering is not

to be excelled ... .”
Mahatma Gandhi in “HARIJAN’’ in March, 1940.

«I would have no hesitation in admitting that non-violence-of the

brave, if practised on a sufficiently large scale, would make vio-
lence unnecessary, but where such non-voilence is absent, I should
not allow cowardice clothed in Shastric subtleties to block the
development of this revolution and lead to its failure.”

——

- —
—

’ Jayaprakash Narayan in his letter from the, und erground addressed
“To All fighters of freedom’ in early 1943, g ' '

“I shall risk  violence a thousand times rether than risk the
emasculation of a whole race.” . —Mahatma Gandhi.

“The real guarantee of democracy is the faith of the people in
democracy, the strength of the people, the capacity of the people
to run democracy, -the capacity of the people to manage. their
affairs themselves. This is not happening in our country. And,
as we are going today, I do not thing this a great going to happen
in the future either; and this is a great danger. Out of this
anything may emerge, ¢ven a dictatorship of the left or the right,
one does not know. Just because the people participate once in
five years or a given number of years in the election of their

representatives, you cannot say there is democracy.”

Jayaprakash Narayan addressing Members of Parliament on ‘Septem-

ber 23, 1958.

“When Herr Hitler came to power in Germany, it was easy enough
to notice how those brave and valient and thinking Europeans

belonging to the Socialists and Communist parties had lost all
their manhood and, although I regrette-have to say this word,
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“ o they behaved more or less like rats, scurrying to and fro for
F shelter from Hitler,” —Rammanoher Lohia.
‘ A fascist dictatorship has

been clamped on our land. That the
daughter of Jawaharlal Nehru should present hereself as the dict

not cause any consternation or surprise. Many of us had seen this coming
SR the years, and only the politically naive would have failed to see the
‘nexorable drift towards dictatorship during the past seven years since Mrs.
'-Nchru Gandhi set up her own party of defectors, opportunists, time serverg
and sycophants with a large sprinkling of the riffraff and ‘other scum of our -
society. The few good people who lingered on in her party and occasion-
ally gave vent t

o their convictions, only helped to bring out in sharper
focus the real character of Mrs. Gandhi’s party which shamelessly usurped

the name of the once great party of India’s freedom fighters.

ator need

Jayaprakash Narayan, the tallest Indian alive, is in prison detained
under the draconian Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISA) under

Wh’iCh[ recently some smugglers have also-beeh detained. Several thousand
~leaders and Workers of the Congress (0), Jan Sangh, Bharatiya Lok Dal and

.Socialist Party have been detained either under MISA or the equally
dracohian Defence of India Rules.

own party,

A few members of Mrs. Nehru Gandhi’s
particularly members of Parliament, have also been jailed
as are\many newspaper editors,

lawyers and others not aligned with any
1 party. . ‘

The blanket censorship on all news has been imposed for the first time
in living memory. Even the British Rulers had not imposed such censorship
when the country was fighting for its freedom. Jayaprakash Narayan and
Morarji Desai are on fast inside the prison since June 26, but the outside
world has not been informed of this fact or of the state of their health. The
Jailed leaders have been removed to unknown places and are held incom-
municando from everyone. Neither their wives and children are aware of
their whereabouts not have lawayers been permitted to meet them to file
habeas corpus petitions in law courts. In fact, there is no rule of law any

more. The fundamental rights have been crushed under the high heels of
Mrs. Gandhi’s dictatorial boots.

The State-owned All India Radio, TV networks and other media
have become peddlers of crass lies and tendentious propaganda. Madam
Indira Hitler is her own Goebbells, and her every utterance is a damned
perverted lie which is broadcast to the nation a2 hundred times over in true
Goebbellian style. Though lying and deceit and black-mail have been Mrs.

- Nehru Gandhi’s principal political weapons, she has- excelled even herself in
the ‘manner in which she has reacted first to the Allahabad High Court
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. judgement unseating her for indulging in clection corrupt practices, later to
~ the Supreme Court’s refusal to give her the unconditional stay on the High
Court judgement and now by imposing her fascist dictatorship. Even Idi
Amin of Uganda looks an amateur when weighed against the actions and
utterances of Mrs. Nechru Gandhi.

, It is obvious that the country is still to recover from the trauma of
the developments since the carly hours of June 25, 1975, the blackest day yet

in our nation’s long and tortuous history, though some may still consider
January 30, 1948 as the blackest day. But when Gandhiji was felled by
assassin’s bullet, it was the final admission by his opponents of the triumph
of his ideas and philosophy. When Mrs. Nahru Gandhi administered the
the coup de grace to what was left of Indian democracy, for the
moment at least evil had triumphed over good and all that is indecent ~
our society.” Mrs. Nehru Gandhi is the personification of that evil while
Jayaprakash Narayan symbolises the good.

It is equally obvious that the political leadership had either mnot
anticipated, and in any event not prepared itself for such a quick transition

of the country to fascist dictatorship. All politics, jacluding- the-peiitics of
the radical phrase mongers, had come to mean i few seats, and for some

their own personal seats, in Parliament and legislatures and other elective
councils. - No party is on record having given any serious thought to the
onward creep of fascism in the country under Mrs. Nehru Gandhi’s
leadership. India is Indira and Indira is India was not coined after the
-Allahabad High Court judgment. The whole country was plastered with
millions of posters with that legend during the 1971 Lok Subha elections.
The elections to the State lagislatures after the war with Pakistan over
Bangla Desh were to seek another poster with a picture of Mrs. Nehru
Gandhi with the legend : “I seek another mandate from the states.”
When the National Committee of the Socialist Party met to analyse
the election results, I was to tell the Committee that the’ picture bore
resemblance to Hitler’s picture sans the moustache and the hair brushed at

an angle to cover a part of the forechead. One can still verify this by using
a brush on the picture.

In West Bengal, the rigging of the poll; the use of strong arm methods
to beat opposition party workers, particularly the workers of the CPI (M),
the physical liquidation of hundreds of opposition party workers, with the
CPI (M) suffering the largest number of casualities; the take-over of hundreds
of trade union offices from the CPI (M) and Socialists by Mrs. Nehru
Gandhi’s party’s ruffians; preventing opposition parties from carrying on
their legitimate political activity were all acts indicative of the steady growth
of fascism. It is not Mrs. Nehru Gandhi’s fault if we failed to recognise the
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shooting of workers, peasants, harijans all over the country, the promulga-
- tion of DIR and MISA, the total control and the use for partisan ends of—

the opposition parties did not even know what their democracy meant.

-has apparently moved past them without hurting them, But that is an

138 Janata Struggle

steady steps of the fascist demon and got lost in our own small squabbles and
fonblcs

The brutal tactics employed to crush the railway men’s struggle during
May, 1974 shook thc Europeans and Japanese, perhaps, morc than it
brought any fresh awakening among our own politically oriented people.
Here was fascism at work in its most crude style. The use and misuse of
the Radio, TV, Newspapers, burcaucracy, professional thugs, prostitute
journalists and Indira Congress strike breakers, the MISA, the DIR, with-
holdmg of earned wages, throwing the workers and their families out of
their houses, mass arrests—if all this was not a dress rehearsal for total
fascist take over, what was it ? But most people, including genuinely
militant trade unionists dismissed it all as just some excess show of strength
on the part of the Government. Again, we failed to see the coiled cobra of
fascism even while it kept hissing and biting. '

The killings of the youth and protesters in Gujarat and in Bihar, the

A.ll India Radio and TV and DAVP were not just straws in the wind. Tt
was fascism asserting itself and benumbing the people, section by section,
group by group. Mrs. Nehru Gandhi had mastered her Mein Kamff, while

All this is not said here_to apport_ion' blame, but only to highlight the
fact that what happened on June 26, 1975 is not a temporary aberration on
the part of Mrs. Nehru Gandhi which will be corrected in the near future.
We are now living under a cold, calculating and ruthless fascist dictatorship,
and there is only one way to fight it.

At this point, ir__is necessary to say a word to the CPI (M), DMK,
PWP, RSP, Forward Bloc and other big and small parties.  The juggernaut

illusion. The same kind of illusion was created by Hitler. First, he attacked
the Jews, then the Communists, the Socialists were next, and thereafter it was
the turn of the Christian Democrats. And before anyone knew what was
happening, he had wrapped up the remaining intellectuals, trade unionists
and other dissenters. Of course, Mrs. Nehru Gandhi would not mind
letting a few purely “local” parties and groups keep functioning for the
present.  That will enable her to play Hitler well since these parties’
would firstly not join the movement against fascism and secondly serveasa
window dressing to her ‘“democracy,”” But it is only a matter of time before
they will be overwhelmed and finished-off,. because there can be only one
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leader, one philosophy and one party in the fascist or.dcr. Mrs. Nehry
Gandhi’s mantor, Herr Hitler has said it in the most unequivocal terms,

The question, therefore, is what do these parties, particularly the CP1
(M), DMK and the Akali Dal want to do? make a compact with Mrs.
Nehru Gandhi like Stalin did with Hitler? This is not said to blame Stalin
but only to remind that Hitler attacked Russia even befose the ink had dried
on that infamous agreement. |

Mrs. Nehru Gandhi has, of course, announced that she has finally
worn her dictator’s petticoat because that is the only way to save democracy.
The words have a familiar ring about them. In January this year, a
neighbouring country called Bangla Desh gave birth to another Oriental
despot named Mujibur Rehman. His birth cry was no different from that
of the latest addition to the fairly large family consisting of Idi Amin,

protect democracy and, like Mrs. Nehru Gandhi, to herald “*socialism.”

Despite her claim to illiteracy in the matter of democratic rights and
values, Mrs. Nehru Gandhi cannot be completely oblivious of the fact that
an evil road cannotlead to a good end. After all, she could not have
stuffed her ears with cotton while Mahatma Gandhi went on preaching his
philosophy on ends and means, even if she spent most of the years of the
freedom struggle gallivanting in Europe. Her claim to participating in the
freedom fight is just so much hogwash and a lie meant to impress the
gullible. Either the British had extr aordinary soft corner for her of she
carefully stayed away from all struggles that, for one who claims to have
organised the dolls on her baby cot to face th? onslaug}:\t of the British
bullets, she should have been in prison only for six hours in her entire Tife.
Anyway, the point is that a wrong road cannot reach the right end nor can
a hundred lies lead to the discovery of one truth,

The reasons for Mrs. Nehru Gandhi’s imposing a dictatorslhip are not
very hard to find. Firstly, she is power mad. She cannot survive without
power. Secondly, she has now realised that opposition unity in some form
or the other is inevitable and this would mean her defeat at the polls.

Gujarat has demonstrated this. Jayaprakash Narayan’s leadership has

given a credibility to the opposition that it lacked since the démise_qu;._ '

Rammanohar Lohia.

An alternative at the centre was clearly emerging. and against the -

£ (7

background of the total erosion of her own credibility, there could be ﬂo-._ MG
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doubt about her

party getting a re
“Indira Congress W

al drubbing at the polls. A defeated
ould disintegrate before one could count ten,
* is no organisation, it is o

for her party
_ 1ly a combination of opportunists butt
~ governmental machinery, £

ressed by the

Thirdly, Mrs. Nehru Gandhi is genuinely worried that once out of
power she and her kind would be subjected to a searching judicial investiga-
gation for corruption, nepotism and for a hundred other crimes that fall
within the purview of the Indian Penal Code, and other laws of the land.
Her own name is linked with the Nagarwalla scandal, Maruti scandal,
smugglcrs’operations, Dharma Teja’s deals, Mink Coat, diamond necklace
and what have you. Investigations by a new government into the Lalit-
narain Mishra murder mystery and the dud bombs thrown into the car
of the Chief Justic

¢ of the Supreme Court will bring about startling
disclosures that could shock the world. The Time Capsule with a doctored
version of the lives and times of the Nehru dynasty will be unearthed to
show in all their naked ugliness the van

ity and obsessions of a small woman.

The Russians who_were the ficst fo welcome the fascist order in India
-have also many stakes in

keeping °India a destitute nation, an objective
Mrs. Nehru Gandhi is accomplishing with ruthless efficiency. Their foreign
policy objectives of containing China and building a network of
bases around her are also in

miiltary

terlinked with continuance of Mrs. Nehru Gandhi

in power. To the Russians, all revolution ends in Moscow’s Red Square.
Currently, they are shipping arms to Uganda’s village tyrant

Idi Amin even
—while-they-are welcoming the emergency of Gdi Amin’s counterpart in-India.
"~ Only recently, a Soviet leader was on a secret visit to Taiwan to forge links
with the regime of Chiang Kai Shek’s son as a part of Russia’s anti-China
policy. In any case, the Russians have always preferred to deal with dic-
tators, be they of the fascist brand or stamped io their own trade mark.
Be that as it may, the most important thing now is that—every Indian
be made aware of the fact that the country has finally come under the heels
of a fascist dictator.

For unless this awareness is created the struggle
against fascism will not be effective. This is not to say that the struggle
must wait. The fight must be launched immediately, every where, and in
every possible way. - But at the same time, the education of the people must
g0 on in full vigour. :

It is equally important to realise that all cane_utional- political activity .
in India is now a thing of the past. With one stroke, al] polit_ical parties, save
the dictator’s own have been made redundant and if they have not yet been
disbanded, it is not because there is no desire or will to do so, but only
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bacause Mrs, Nehirn Gandhi wants to her own time schedule,  Even aasuu-

continue, of what use is a political party

W ming that the partics are allowed 10
nspire to political power?

which is told in elear-cut terms that it should never
In Mrs. Nehru Gandhi's scheme of things, some partica may even be allow:-
ed to lend muted nnd castrated existence. This way, while enabling her
to flaunt her “democratic® colours to the cynical world outside, nlso, satisly
the little egos of some little men in the country whose politics has never

been much more than some variation of shadow boxing.

N The point is that resistance 10 dictatorship has never been possible
: through overt political activity. Much of the organisation and activity will
form of open

have to be underground, while at a latter point of time some
is not to say that we should right away

resistance may also be attempted. This
disband our partics because there cxistence has now become obsolete. On
the contrary, the cadres of the partics should be mobilised at once to involve

them and the masses under (heir influence in whatever form of struggle that

may be possible at the local level.

except the CPI(M), in prison,

With the ieading cadres ol most parties,
such resistance. The censorship

8 there are bound to be problemsjin or anising
i of news and the total blackgut on the radio wlll come in thg way of any
But that is how it is in all dictatorships. The

3 coordination being achicved.:
British were colonialists, but they were not fascist dictators, and, therefore,

the struggle against the British quld be conducted in more congenial condi-
tions. Individually too, the British generally had a conscience, a thing that
Mrs. Nchru Gandhi cither was not born with or learnt to live without a
long time ago. The British colonial rulers were at least answerable to their
own people back home, but the new Indian despot is a law upto herself and
has only toadics aroudd her. When we fought against British imperialism,
we had sympathy and support from most people of the world, today, the
nations have developed new values in which individuals liberty does get bar-

tered in returns for better trade agreements.

The struggle against the Indian fascists will, therefore, be a hard and
difficult one. While we should strike for a quick victory, we should at the
same time be prepared for what may in fact turn out to be a long drawn

struggle.

—a

How does onc go about it all?

Firstly, we have to forget our own political and personal angularitics,

and get together all those who are willing to fight against fascism. For this
purpose, anti-fascist peoples committees must be set up. These committees
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block and dis-

must be set-up at the loe Sl
erc cou -

trict levels.
such committ

‘ al level, at the village, Panchayat,
In a_btg city like Delhi or Bombay or Calcutta, th
CeS In every mohalla or a street.

sibl Thc.se Broups must become the Action Units. Each one of them respon-
1ble to itself and to no one else. They will devise their own action plans,

if necessary every day or according to the exigencies of the situation.

Action will include:

1) Production and distribution of underground literature. This will
be both educative and informative. While educating the people about the
evil' of fascism, it must also keep reporting on the underground activities
elsewhere so that motivation is generated among the people to join the resis-
tance movement. The government’s one sided propaganda on the radio and

through newspapers must also be countered regularly through these news-
bulletins.

(2) Production and a pasting of posters. These will have to be mostly
“hand-written on old newspapers and wherever possible printed.

(3) Whispering Campaigns. Few things hurt a dictatorship more than
whispering campaigns. A whispering campaign does not mean telling lies,
like the All India Radio and the Government’s press briefings. A rumour
is just what it means: an unproved statement. We make the statement that
in our opinion is true, and we let the Government tome out*with an explan-
ation. To illustrate, we know that some of the arrested leaders are -fasting
in prison, some of them may be on the verge of death, some may even be
dead and cremated without their near relations being given intimation. All
this happens under dictatorships all over the world. We start a whispering
and see that it goes right across the country. we rouse the emotions of the
people on the basis of the statement that we believe to be true. We provoke
the people to action on the basis of these statements. To give another
illustration: We have heard from some sources that railway lines have been
.tampered with and there has been a derailment killing several passengers.
We  have reasons to believe this to be true. We make a statement. We tell
the people not to travel in trains in the prevailing situation.

When newspapers give false and doctored news, there is no other wﬁy
to bring out the truth except through a massive whispering campaign. -

".4) Organising strikes," hartals and bandhs. These will have now to
become. the order of the day. The fascist government must be told through
action that it can receive no cooperation from the working classes. Strikes
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under one pretext or the other. They
teps of the management OT government,
But everything will have to be done to
e is no possibility of industrial peace

have to be organised
ds, or against some s
ly political-strikes.
lers realise that ther
yranny.

and hartals will
can be on deman
They can be pure
make the fascist ru
and tranquility under their t

5) Paralyse the functioning of the government. This will be one of the
most important activity of any anti-fascist resistance gr.o_up. Transport and
communications must be choked through every legitimate means. The
functioning of the Radio, post and telegraphs and railways must be malde
impossible. A return to the 1942 spirit is what is called for. Here again,
the important thing is to make the fascist rulers-Tealise-that they cannot run
the country for fascism and their foreign masters, the Soviet Union.

7) Be friend the members of the police and Armed forces. Mrs.
Nehru Gandhi and her drummer boys in the country as her masters in
Russia have been accusing the opposition parties with trying to play with the
loyality of the Armed forces. Nobody, not even Jayaprakash Narayan, has
asked the army to revolt. What has been said is that the Armed forces must
not allow thcmsclv;:s—_ttr_—bc—u-s'cd -to—subvert the constitution, to destroy
dcmocn:acy, to impose a dictatorship. This we should continue to say. The
fﬂery is to defend the country. Of course, to the Indira Congrcs's',. Indira
is India, and, thercfore, the Army has to defend the throne of Mrs. Gandhi
We refute this heresy against our constitution and against the dcmocratic-
values. We nced not go as far as Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose went when
he .askcd the very same Indian Army to revolt against the British authorit
which was then the lawfully constituted authority. .

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is the country’s h
she may hate it even Mrs. Nehru Gandhi hasy to pear}?’ ngnggévet\;crNr;:%h

Netaji told the soldiers of the Indian Army not to accept orders from thei
superiors, to desert the Army and join the Indian National Army. And etr
a Mrs. Nehru Gandhi dare not say that what —Netaji did was wro;-. NCVCE
was prompted by the highest considerations of patriotism when hegz;skcdci;“
Army to revolt against the then lawfully constituted authority. Netaji did e
want the Indian Army to shoot and kill the Indian people. - wanted l:l?t
% Indian Army to be loyal to the Indian people. Jayaprakash Narayan al e
does not want the Indian Army to shoot and kill the unarmed Indian peo Iso
the youth, the students, the women, the workers and the poor. He dgesp G
want the Indian Army to be a party to the defilement of our Constilutionn:)t
the imposition of a fascist dictatorship, to ending the rule of law il'1.tho
country. We should talk to the Army and police personnel about th e
matters. The men of the Army and the police are the fiesh of our flesh :181:

Scanned by CamScanner



Janata

Struggle

blood of our blood, They are the sons and fa
uncles and nephews of our own people, the

working people, the peasants,
the teachers, the Students, 1 hey are not foreign Army or police. They are
a part of us,  We must talk to them,

: . : belriend them and explain to them the
1ssues involved in the peoples’ strugple against fascism,

thers, brothers and Cousing,

Secondly, we should take Steps to coordinate the anti-fascist peoples’
struggle at the state and national levels. This will take time, but without
such Coordination, jt will not be possible to create an adequate leadership to
cope up with the demands of the resistance - movement, Invariably, this
coordination will be at the un

derground level, But early steps must be taken
to bring about such Coordinations,

For a start, we should establish links
with other local units operating in nearby areas. We should be particularly
careful to see that leadership contests do not develop while brining about
this coordination. This is no time for ideological quibbling or personality
Clashes. We have only aim to defeat
its funda

fascism and to restore democracy with
mental freedoms and pluralist political institutions.

Thirdly,‘we should ;y to set u_;; as—fnan_y underground radio transmitter
stations as possible. These should be particularly beamed at the rural
masses, : : ’ '

Fourthly, all forgign embassies and consulates should be mailed infor-
mation Bn the brutalities committed by the fascist dictatorship. The smallest
detail should be mailed to all of them, including Mrs. Nehru Gandhi’s bene-
factors, the Russians and their satellites. This should be donée to make all
governments in the world know the truth of the fascist dictatorship in India,

but-even more to let them know the extent of resistance activity so that the

credibility of the fascist Nehru Gandhi administration

in the eyes of world is’
shattered.

Our efforts should be'to make this fascist government an outc‘ast
in the eyes of the civilised world, just as the South African or Rhodesian
goVernments are. The world should also be saved from the empty

- moralistic sermons of the woman, the hollowness of whose head is matched
 bythe wickedness of her mind.

ol Fj.f:hly.‘,'we should for_mulate the slogans of our resistance movement.
Our struggle is 1) for democracy, 2) for fundamcntal. rights, :.3) fc)'r rule. o’f
law, 4) against fascist dictatorship, 5) against Russian intervention in India’s

internal affairs, 6) against corruption, 7) against rising prices, 8) against
u:icmploymcn_t. e '
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Mahatma Gandhi's methods will guide us in our struggle. Mahatma

Gandhi will be the unseen leader of our movement to liberate the country

from fascist tyranny. It will be Mrs. Nchru Gandhi versus Mahatma

Gandhi.

July 1, 1975
George Fernandes.

GEORGE FERNADES TO INDIRA GANDHI

II

Mrs. Indira Nehru Gandhi, -
New Delhi By

I note that I have been particularly singled out for a lot of publicity
‘ever since you assumed the role of a Dictator.

_First, the railway strike of May, 1974 is still haunting you. You see in

- it the grand design of reactionaries to overthrow you.

You know that the railway strike was for the legitimate demaunds of
railwaymen. You know that your own CPI and AITUC who are sworn to
defend you and your dictatorship to the last drop of the people’s blood were
active participants in the strike. When you still keep raking up the railway
strike issue and indulge in your perverted and false propaganda after shutting
us out from replying your wild accusations, you are also doing great dis-
service to CPI Chairman S.A. Dange who hailed the May 1974 strike asa-

‘great struggle of the working people and compared you to the medieval

period rulers of Europe, to CPI M.P. Parvati Krishnan who spent a week in
prison and to the thousands of your big and small puppets in the C.P.I.

- And, when the International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF) to
which your own Congress scab-unions are affiliated decided to send a
fact-ﬁndmg mission to India, your government, in true fascist style, refused
permission to the ITF Mission to enter the country. So, please stop lying on

X the railway strike.
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l ¢ 'Vc arpe 'ﬂfc—gl'l l n ]% dllling lhe
§ H'Id 3'0“ hl\\'c c‘"“!'{fll lhﬂl recel {| ‘u i‘, LY une

DCCL . 3

Inil\\'ﬂ.}' .'ill‘ikc i“ h"ﬂ.y“.‘uﬂc, lgﬁ'l.

in your whole life of

That is the damnedest lic you must have nlt'crc;I mg!::; sehigle euein

lics. 1fthis were the case, why the hell did you wait c?ri and get me shot
make this charge 7 Produce the evidence, put me on trial, ¢

i i Madam
if what you say is true. All dictators are congenital liars, but you, Mz 4
excel them all.

Third, your publicists including the Ris_sia.n [.)atr-iots in India h.ave
written that I have received dollars f[rom Japanese institutions and American
institutions. You have cited two drafts, one for 68,000 dollars and Ehc other
for 17,000 dollars cleared by the Bank of Tokyo in June, 1975-. Y()l:l jolly we}l
know that these two drafts were presented to the All India Ra‘llwaymen s
Federation by two Unions of Japanese railwaymen at the fiftieth annual

" conference of the Federation in Jodhpur on May 27, 1975. The Japanese
- Railwaymen’s Union (KOKURO) presented the cheque for 68,000 dollars

‘and The‘*]g’pﬁmﬁ'oto‘mvﬁvv—lingincers’ Union (DORO) presented the
cheque for 17,000 dollars.

This money was the contribution of individual

Japanese railwaymen to their Indian colleagues and though was earlier
meant to provide

relief to the railwaymen thrown out of employment by you _
in May, 1974, was actually presented by them for trade union education
activities of Indian railwaymen. Six leaders of these two Japanese railway-

men’s unions, all militant trade unionists and socialists attended the AIRF
Conference as fraternal del

egates along with a three-men delegation from the
railwaymen’s Union of Turkey. How dare you accuse the Japanese railway-
men of being American-stooges ? And what perversity of mind you and your
propagandists display when you charge me with receiving foreign money ?
Every paisa of the gift receiv

ed by the AIRF has been deposited in the bank
and is lying there. Madam dictator;ca

respect for truth and decency,
for power,
me.

n-you notshow even a semblance of

even assuming that in your

desperate quest
you have to indulge in

the most calumnous campaign against

Fourth, T am supposed to have written to Chairman Mao of the
I na complaining about the suppression of the railway workers
strike by you in May last year.

Before dealing with Mao,
suggesting that you did not s

repressive measures unheard

let us have the facts straight. Are you
uppress the railwaymen’s struggle by using
of the recent history of our country which

—
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made even President V.V. Giri get disgusted with . you e‘md \:r;;c‘t;v-;v;;j
condemped by the working people all over the world including
of which your patrons, the Russians, are the god fathers.

And, Madam Dictator, will you please publish the te.xt C'!f myl-[etter':g
Mao and provide further evidence of your perverted mind 1n dealing wi
your political opponents. '

In December, 1974, there was a news report in the Indian press datt?-

lined Hongkong that the Chinese railwaymen were on _strike to press thc-lr i
demands and that the army had refused to break the strike. The All I-ﬂdla
Railwaymen’s Federation staged a demonstration before the Chinese
Embassy to condemn the reported efforts of the Chinese government to break
the strike by using the army and to extend moral support to the Chinese
railway workers. 1 led this demonstration. A memorandum addressed to
Chairman Mao was sought to be handed over to the Chinese Embassy
officials, but the Embassy had closed its gates on us. On the advice of your
police which was guarding the Embassy gates, the memorandum enclosed in

an envelope was thrown into the Embassy compound. The memorandum
" extended support to the Chinese railway workers, called upon Chairman.
Mao lnot to suppress the workers, and urged that the railway workcr.s" _
demardds should be met. And in that context, the memorandum referred to
your shppression of the strike of Indian railwaymen.

(Incidentally, in January, 1975, I ‘was to learn that the story of the
Chinese railway workers® strike was a Russian canard planted through your
courtesy in the Indian press with a view to damn the Chinese government.)

And Madam Dictator, if your effort is to suggest that I am a Chinese
agent too, besides being an American agent, may I remind you that I am the
same George Fernandes about whom your father publicly apologised to
China’s Prime Minister Chou En Lai. The white paper on the India-China
dispute contains your father's letter to the Chinese Premier.

Fifth, you have, ina letter to some leader of the Muslim League in
Kerala refuted my charge that you are the most communal-minded person.
My ci'lnrgc apainst you has been publicly made during the last three years,
both in my speeches and writings and has been carried by the national press
On many occasions.  But you waited till you became a dictator and imposed
prew mufnhip 1o refute my charge. 1 repeat my charge that during the
l23t war with Pakistan, you as the Home Minister issued a secret circular
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gs and government departments
were

not employed in the key installations and posi-

Accordip

: gly
In Boml ’

- rc::[ushms WQrkin.g as (?c.mtro!lcrs in the BEST Undertaking
Mustime - o oved i.'rom their positions and put to work as I"Spe?t?rs'
it Ployed at  Vaitagna Water Works of the Bombay Municipal
Poration were removed from their positions
away from theijr families,
minated from sery

behalf of these M

and ftransferred to the city,
Muslims in the Bhaba Atomic Centre were ter-
ice with-one month’s pay in their hands. I intervened on
uslim workers with the managements to no avail,

I also repeat my charge that Muslims in India are denied cquality of
Opp?rtunity and in the matter of jobs in Army, police and other public
S€rvices, they are discrim

e inated against. I can prove this by facts and figures.
‘The point is how to do it in a dictatorship.

Lastly; may I demand that you show the courage to publish this note
and be damned. . -

July 27, 1975

—GEORGE FERNANDES

Cligg td .
WORKERS AGAINST FASCISM

Dear Comrades,

It may seem to you that all our hopes for a better life have been dashed
to the ground, what with two emergencies,the DIR and MISA and the fascist
dictatorship of Mrs. Nehru Gandhi to boot. But to me it only means more
bitter struggles from now on—and not only to protect and advance the
workers’ interests, but to restore democracy all that it implies to our people.

It is a measure of the weakness of our trade union movement that wpen

<. the biggest ever below was struck against democracy and, therefore, a-gamst
i ';:_-j:"i'the".-'.working people by the fascist Indira Congress we should h_a_ve failed to
" fight back in defence of our democratic rights. This demonstration of our
- failure .tbfﬁ#é'_a'gai'nst the fascist dictatorship will only embolden Phe enf-.mles
" of the working people further, and make them take steps that will strike a
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mortal blow at the militant trade union movement in the country. Unless
we regroup our forces at once, and through mas action and through under-
ground activity serve noticc on the fascist that the workers will not only

fight back, but will spear-head ths revolutionary struggle to rc-establish the
rule of law and democratic values in our country,

It is but natural that the Congi’s INTUC, the Moscow Communist’s
AITUC and the Congressmen in the HMS should have met the dictator in
D.clhi and after making a public declaration of absolute obedience to the
dictator’s wishes surrendered at her feet all the rights and privileges that the
workers had won through years of hard and bloody struggle. To the Cong-
ressmen who have only a record of treachery to the working people behind
them, it means nothing to surrender rights won by the workers through a
life-long struggle. But the role of the Moscow Communists in the present
situation, though not unexpected, is, nevertheless, most despicable. Of
course, it is in character for them to support a fascist take-over in India
and in the process find themselves in the ennobling company of fascist cari-
catures like Shiv Sena Thackeray who, I note has been among the first to
fall at the feet of the dictator and hail her. After all, Stalin had made a
compact with Hitler and the Indian Communists had then discovered hid-
den virtues in Hitler and his fascist dictatorsbip. Later, when Hitler at-
tacked théir Fatherland Russia, these ragamuffins declared that the war had
now become a patriotic war (for the Moscow patriots) and proceeded to be-
tray Mahatma Gandhi and the struggle for India’s independence by playing
the role of British stooges., R T :

The history of fascism the world over provides ample evidence that the
working and the toiling people are the first and the worst victimes of the
fascist order. Theemployers and the bureaucrats. are given a free hand to
exploit and browbeat the working people, and we have already been
witnessing it in our country. Itis no consolation to us that a few employers
and some bureaucrats who may invite the displeasure of the dictator will
also meet a tragic fate. As a class jthey will thrive and proliferate as the
poor and the working people are subjected to greater and more cruel
exploitation and humiliation. :

people. Strikes have been banned. Workers cannot hold their meetings
and demonstrations. The Central and State Government employees have
been denied their Dearness Allowances, even while the prices of essential
commodities keep galloping. Congress and CPI stooges have been lined up
to ask the workers to work for more hours at lesser wages. In the name of
enforcing discipline, officers_have been given the widest and blanket powers

? Already, we are seeing avidence of the repression against the working
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to remove workers. Premature retirement

- the official-policy of the Governm
all employers do tomorrow,

and massive victimisation is now
ent. And what the Government does today,

Opc reason why a dictatorship is most ruthless towards the Working
people is that it fears the organised strength of the working class more than
that of any other section of the people, save the youth. Which, of course,
casts a‘heavy responsibility on the working people in so far as the struggle

for restoration of democratic values is concerned. And this I want you to
bear in mind constantly.

I do not know how long or how hard the fight against fascism in India,
will be, though I know that it will not be an easy victory. Some of us will
have to pay with our lives before others taste the fruit of victory, and many
who are in prison may not come out alive from behind the bars. Much will
depend on the working people themselvcs, on the extent of our determina-
tion to resist fascism and on the sacrifices we are willing to make to restore

- the fundamental freedoms.

There is one other warning that I would like to give. It is only a mat-
ter of time before the Indian dictator strikes at our unions and liquidates
them. All unions will be converted into the puppets of dictator by merging
them into the scab unions run by the dictator’s hirelings and their stooges of

-~ the right Communist Party.jTrade unions, in their own little way, are levers of

" power, even if they are currently lying prostrate because of their own faults.
But the dictator’s men are aware of the power of the unions; they are -aware
that sooner or’later the unions will realise their strength and join the struggle
against fascist dictatorship. So why not liquidate them before they are able
to consolidate? With all their selfishness and petty-mindedness, I do not know
if many of our otherwise militant trade unionists will be able to resist the
dictator’s efforts to destroy the free trade unions and to make them a part
of her grand circus. Some of them may even go along with the new dispen-
sation and begin singing the virtues of the dictator. The workers must be-
ware of these dangers. We should at once meet and consider our course of
action in the face of these inevitable developments. We should immediately

educate our members on those matters and prepare them to counter the
dictator’s moves.

How do we do this?

First, we should become more active trade unionists. Spend more time
with the workers devote greater attention to their problems, kgep the offices
functioning better than before.

o 6 ]
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Sccond, we should continuously cducate the workers on the evils of
fascism and create in them the awareness required to fight the fascist men-
ace.

Third, we should intensify our agitation on the economic demands of

the workers. Call the meetings of the workers, formulate new demands,

forward them to the managements, and prepare the workers for struggle.
We should not be worried if the Government attacks us when we do this.
That will only help in educating the workers that a fascist state is a greater
enemy of their interests than the employer. If we do not prepare the de-

- mands and begin agitating on them, the workers will not be able t5 realise
the anti-working People character of fascism so clearly.

- Fourth, we should create cells among the workers to take part in re-
gular anti-fascist activity. In my note of July 2,1975, I have elaborated
on our anti-fascist struggle. The Action Groups proposed in that note
should be set up among the workers. We should be particularly careful

- to see that these Action Groups are not infiltrated by fascist agents. There
is bardly any managing committee of our unions which does not have police
informers. Therefore, much screening will frave to be done before we set up
the Action Groups.

Fifth, while we keep on initiating action against fascist rule, we should
also be quick to Jump-into any movement that is a part of the anti-fascist
struggle. For instance, if in any town or district or State, there is a wide-
spread—peoples™ movement, we should at once join the fray by organising
strikes, erecting barricades and making common cause with others. Failure
to this will result in irrcparable damage to the anti-fascist peoples’ cause.

Sixth, we should raise resources to help the anti-fascist struggle. Spe-
cial collections must be made every month to help the Action Groups to
produce underground literature, to print and stick posters of -Gandhiji’s
pictures, to organise satyagraha, to provide financial help to the dependants
of people who may become victims of the brutalities of the fascists or who
may be incarcerated for long periods.

In the event of the trade unions being taken over by the dictator, it
should be possible for us to carry on with most of the above-stated activi-
ties, even while we use the forums of the dictator’s puppet unions.

There is no time to lose in preparing to combat the diéta-t'orship and to
protect the right and privileges of the workers. I note that some of our
fricnds and comrades in the trade unions are working as if they look to the
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t to defy the ban and shout de-
the fear of the dictator will be replac-
self-confidence. And that is the point
e end of the dictatorship. " T have said

» a8 satyagrahis come ou
fiant slogans against the dictatorship,

ed by an attitude of defiance and then
where one will see the beginning of th

that we should prepare to send one “satyagrahi from every family. And
that includes the workers’ families too. Through our unions, we should
organise batches of satyagrahis from among the members of our families.
Aged parents, workers’ wives, their brothers and sisters, even their children
should be enrolled as satyagrahiss—Pack-the-jails-tillthe-jail walls break at
*. their seams. Keep marching to sdqtyagraha till the police decide not to

‘arrest any more. And when that [point is reached, the collapse of the dic-
tatorship will become imminent.

I have no doubt that the .bléve workin
leaders and members of our uniohs, the veterans of so many struggles for
- better living for the working people will rise to the occasion, and play their

rightful role in overthrowing the fascist, anti-working-people dictatorship-of
Mrs. Nehru Gandhi. '

g people of our country, the

Long live the unity of the working people!
Down with the fascist dictatorship of Mrs. Nehru Gandhi!

Yours fraternally,
George Fernandes

August, 1975

READ — COPY — TRANSLATE — CIRCULATE
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GEORGE FERNANDES

: ::;__ Dear Friends,
A3 In a few days, it will be two months since Mrs. Nehru Gandhi used
power and installed herself as the Dictator. With all the arrogance and
foolishness that is the prerogative of dictators everywhere, she declared in
the Lok Sabha on July 22 ““you have been calling me a dictator when T was
not. Now, Yes, I'am”. It must be said to the credit of the woman that she
is clear in her mind about her newly atquired status, whils still there are few
innocents at large who are looking for signs of an early return to democracy
in the country. Let us finally be clear on this one point. Indian democrecy
was butchered on June 26, 1975 by a woman called Indira Nehru Gandhi,
and none alive can now raise it from the dead. Our struggle is to overthrow
.the dictatorship. Only when we have accomplished that can we lay the
. foundations of the Second Republic.

As I have reported in my many communications, the battle—against- the ——
dictatorship has been joined all over the country. I am, of course, aware that :
co-ordination between various underground groups has not been achieved
5 to our satisfaction. And this because most people are still functioning as
party workers. I want everyone that this attitude will have disaustrous
consequences for our movement. If people have their ideological axes to -
grind by all means keep grindlng them. But within the four walls of your

houses please. Where the struggle against—the—dictatorship is concerned
whosever thinks of his party or his group is a traitor to our cause. He is

even worse. He is an agent of the dictator.  So, Friends, let us forget the
parties, and begin to function with a single-mindedness in our struggle

o
%
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against fascism.

: Secondly, every one must have by now realised that you cannot have
committee meetings and mutual consultations in the prevailing situation.
This has created considerable problems. Wherever I have gone, 1 have been
told by political activists that they are awaiting instructions from their respec-
tive parties. The Presidents and Gznzral Szcretaries of all the parties are in
prison, so also most members of the national executives, State Executives,
even district Committees of these parties. Those who have evaded arrest
are not easily available. Inthese circumstances, who is supposed to give
the instruction? Hence the need to have a new hierarchy to assume leader-
ship of the movement. Either, there should be quick mutual consultations,
at every possible level or we should have people assuming leadership at vari-
ous levels. After a time, it may be possible to work out a better arrange-
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ment.  Just now, the wisest thing to do is for some one to assume leader.
ship at the national level. Similarly at the State, District and local levels
Whosoever is acceptable at cach of these levels must be called the Dircctm:
of the movement., He should function on behalf of the Sangarsh  Samiti gt
the appropriate level.  In the cvent of his arrest, a person earlier nominated
by him as the Director should take charge of the movement. The directions
of the Director should be implicitly obeyed. This is no time for hair splitting
on every suggestions or proposals for action,

Third, the action itself. As is usual in such situations, I find a lot of
unnecessary debate on the nature of the movement that is called for in the
struggle against the Fascist dictatorship. In some cases, it has been a useful
cover for inaction, while in some others it has meant rationalisation of cower-
~dice.. No one has proposed that the votaries of violence should not fight
-against the dictatorship, nor has it been hinted that those steeped in the
techniques of non-violence = should nor resort to violence. Every one can
choose the method best suited to his genius and, of course,-age'. There are
the 1942 vetérans whose bones have turned stiffand muscles gone loose.
~‘They need not waste time in conjuring Up Visions-of barnstorming the coun-
-try. -Then there are the youthful anthusiasts who want to set the Ganga and
the Cauvery on fire. None need advise them that cold waters catch no fire.
The -‘hot blood coursing through ‘their veins may. still set the Ganga and

" Cauvery'on fire. The important thing'is to act-now.

It is my deep conviction that satyagraha is still the best weapon in our
hands in our struggle against Dictatorship. Whatever may be ones beliefs
and ideological convictions, there can be no difficulty in any one offering
satyagraha Across the country we should at once launch a massive jail
' gding movement. ““One satyagrahi from every family’” should be the rallying
cry. Political parties, trade unions, youth, women’s and students’ organi-  :
sations should co-ordinate to enroll satyagrahis. The satyagrahis should be
'prepared to spend any length of time in prisoo. People must be educated
into reallsmg that if some of us are not prepared to spend time now in prison
_ Ithen all of us will have to'spend zll our time in the vast prison that the

country “itself becomes under fascist dlctatorshlp I have reports that Mrs.
Nehru Gandhl is bulldmg concentration camp in many parts of the coun-
- try. The detantion camps in which Pakistani pnsoners of 'war were kept
are now ‘being. readied for. the ﬁghtcrs for democratlc freedoms in India. |

) Evcry day,_batch of three or five people should offer satyagraha.
The number of dally satyagrahls should depend upon the reserve list we
have. Thc cﬁ'ort should be to ‘have’ a list that wnll cnablc us to haVe satya-
graha every day for the next six months fo one year.

Scanned by CamScanner



S ‘_Gg:que. Fernandes' Bulletin

_ Satyagraha should bLe offered by distributing anti-fascist lltcraturf.:,
shouting slogans and addressing people in the busiest parts of the town or in
the main chowk of the village. In citics, if a crowed of five lmndr.cd persons
witness the satyagraha, within 24 hours, the entire population will come to
know of it by word of mouth propaganda. In a city like Bombay, for ins-
tance five hundred witnesses ‘means 500 families living in alteast 400
buildings working perhaps in 300 offices, shops and factories, their children

studying in several hundred primary and secondary schools and in a few
colleges,

The ‘formula three raised to the power of eighteen’ will work here. It
three persons tell a story each in turn to only three others, in a eighteen
operations taking, say, eighteecn hours, 38,74,20,489 people will have heard
the storey. Yes, thirty eight crores, seventy four lakbs twenty thousands

four hundred and eighty nine. In other words, the entire adult population
of the country. - '

We should constantly remember that fascism’s biggest weapon is terror
and fear in the minds of the people. Our biggest enemy, therefore, is the
fear and terror in_people’s minds. Whatever it is that the people are afraid
of, when thousands upon thousands of them are trying to court imprison-
ment, this fear of the uhknown will cease to bother them. - And when that
happens, the end of the djctatorship will be at hand. ; I

. The Trade unions must come out of their stupor and return to their
legitimate activities agitating on the demands of the grievances of their
members. Just because Mrs. Nehru Gandhi had become a dictator, the
workers’ problems have not been magically resolved. In addition to their
normal issues, they should now gird their loins to fight for democratic rights
and for the release of their arrested leaders.

Mrs. Nehru Gandhi has been monotonously repeating that there are
groups—planning sabotage and violance as a part of the struggle to rid the
country of her fascist menace. She may be lying as usual when she indulges
in such talk. But there is mo reason for the non-violent satyagrahis to be
upset if there are groups of people who have other plans. Any one wh.0
" strikes one more nail in the coffin of the dictator is welcome. -.I_-Iow he stri-

1 kes the nail need not become a point of de?atc. After ?11, violence does
begat violence.. Mrs. Nehru _Gandhi’s rule is.based.on vm'lcnce-and false-
5 S 'True, it will be finally defeated by truth. and tz_lon-vmlcnce.-- But as .
2 long as it lasts, it will continue to provoke people in a “_”°]°n_t ?pheaval, BYED-<
if there should be many among us who would ChIEEy Violneerns ;.J ;t{so
legitimate a way of struggle. ‘We need not be prudlsl? at the ‘S|gh15 0 rs

Nehru Gandhi’s illegitimate offspring.:
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A few do's and donot's before I conclude,

. Do cverything to destroy what is left of the credibility of Mrs.
Nchru Gandhi.

2. Constantly ask thc people not to listen to All Indira Radio for the
news. BBC, VOA, ecven the Pakistani and Peking Radios may

be heard for the news but not AIR.

should be duplicated, copied,

3. Every bulletin or circular one receives .
ho docs not keep circulating

translated and circulated. Any one W
the bulletins is, to say the lcast, an ally of the dictator.
minoritics, hari-

4. Make extra cfforts to educate the Muslims, other .
Nehru Gandhi’s

jans and adivasis on the real character of Mrs.
. .dictatorship, and to enroll satyagrahis from among t_hcm. Pro-
duce bulletins in Urdu for circulation among the Musluns.
5. Raise resources to meetl the cost of producing underground liter-
ature. o - ‘ b R

6. Prepare nation wide mailing lists for sending literature and other

.information.

And. remember ‘three raised to the. power of eighteen.’ If'th_rce per-
sons tell a story each in turn to only three others. in eighteen operations the
whole country will have heard the story. Learn the power of the sPokcu.

word. -

Yours sincerely

15th August 1975. GEORGE FERNANDES

Vv

GEORGE FERNANDES

Dear Comrades,,

The dictator’s claws are becoming sharper as her appetite becomes
larger. The achievements of years of struggle by the workers are being
wiped ‘away with the ordinances of her thumb impressioning President.

Ll e, bl ¥ s i S5k Bt o

. The hours of work are getting raised. The cost of living index is gett-
ing manipulated. The wage freeze is still on. No meetings, no demands,
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- no struggles—and if you dare, we have the MISA and DIR. Hundreds of -
our active workers and leaders arc in detention. And now cores the
ordinance reducing Bonus.

Madam Dictator's Government has come with some facile stupid argu-
ments while justifying reduction of the the quantum of minimum bonus to all
workers and fixing the ceiling of 109, to employees in public establishments

like LIC, Banks, State Transport, Municipal Transport, General Insurance,
Ports and Docks.

- And.Madam Indira Nechru Gandhi has ordained that from next year,
‘no -bonus would be payable by any unit not making a surplus’. You can
now trust Rajni Patel, Siddartha Shankara Roy, Devkant Barooh, C. Subra-
maniam, and other courtiers of Madam Dictator—to interpret this to mean
that any employer who makes a big size contribution to the Congi coffers
will be allowed to show that he is actually making no surplus and will not.
have to pay-any bonus.

R TR AT e R AR O Y S T S R S R N O DI

_ Perhaps to drive home the point that she caresa damned two hoots
for the courts of the country and more particularly the Supreme Court, she
has now decreed that the decision of the Supreme Court that {bonus is a
deferred wage’ is no more valid. Just like the judgement of the Allahabad
. High Court holding her guilty of corrupt practices and perjury 1§ no moré

valid. s

R B

Any pray, why this new attack on the workers stomachs, on the
workers ‘hard-won’ rights? Listen to what Mrs. Nehru Gandhi has to say—
according to her ‘payment of bonus in the public sector increases govern-
ment deficit. In the private sector, the prices are pushed up when bonus
is paid. Or, the units become sick and have to be taken over by the Govern-
ment. And this again increases government’s deficit. . Both, savings and .
investment-decline and this increases unemployment.’ Even Hitler would ha_v‘t;’; A
been ashamed of this weired logic. -

I do not have words strong enough to condemn the dictator’s foolish -
and audacious arguments. I know that lying comes naturally to her. But--
there is a limit to every thing. If we are to believe this woman, rising
prices, unemployment, government deficit, sick industrial units are all
because the workers are paid bonus from out of the wealth created by them
for their employers

5

gt Hefg:]wc_' are, damanding bonus to Railway workers, P& T Er'nployc.cs,
‘State and Central- Government employees, Municipal and Local bodies
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' T i at the Supreme
mployees Because bonus isn deferred wage. That meT:h ' hﬂscf: s
Couint il d that is what it rally is. And now, the ictato 1se:
‘ f their wives and

said, an
Court ) ¢ workers and ©

claws and stri
children.

“ 1 wonder what th
Communist stooges in the A
recently formally joined the
the INTUC. And you can trus
in their backs.

kes at the stomachs of th
al stooge 's.A. Dange and his Right
now say to the workers. They have
fficial strike-breakers, the goons of
tab the working people

at profession
ITUC will
ranks of the o
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alternative for us but to fight back this attack on
and make common cause with all
hip. There is nothing to fear
k us because we are not fight-
tion fought and died and secured for

have taken for granted.  Are we
hat other workers

- Comrades, there is no
the workers. We must close our ranks
those who are fighting against this Dictators
but fear itself. The dictator continues to attac
ing back. Workers of another genera

us rights, bepcﬁts, and privileges, that we
a Dictator to take away from us w

now going to allow
There is no time to loose.

won for us ?  Think and act fast.
- —Down with Mrs. Nehru Gandhi’s Dictatorship.
Dictator !

" To hell with the stooges of the

Workers and Partiot unite & fight.against Mrs. Nehru Gandhi’s chtatorship.

Sept 26,75. *

Yours fraternally, GEORGE FERNANDES.

'
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All mail to and from detenues i ing ‘criti : s
. Al es is now being ‘critically studied’ by RAW
agents to find out the ‘morale’ of the detenues and their fam_il-y 'xﬁcmb;syrs

b Iéz:iltp Nayyar‘ was rplcased from detention a few days before tﬁe Dclhi
was due to declaré his detention invalid. The High Court has

passed strong strictures agai
Nayyat.: 'res. gamsAt Government over the detention of Kuldip -

. The deat Al : Bl : : :
but the Dictat:,.t:g{;iéfztgg;ar floods ;s said to run into several thousa'nd:-;. |
o es are refusin e | i
casualities. g to speak the t
The Bombay rag CURRENT in its issue of Srclil)tthl‘_ﬂ,abom e
. reports

film actor Dilip K -

: , p Kumar saying‘ in a movi

5 . : v

: membcrs of his gardners family had died i;ntingﬁ};r tﬂhatda" B iien )
gty it LR .floods.
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:'- . The Times of India of September 13 quotes the wretched Chief Minister
i of Bihar Jagannath Mishra saying that the ‘Bihar floods claimed 117 (one
s hundred and seventeen) lives.’

Di-lfp Kumar has no reason to tell lies or to exaggerate. Jagannath
“# Mishrais a disciple of the biggest liar in the country.

ﬁsf _ If one family lost 21 members, how many thousands would have
*:;»“‘, perisubed in the floods can be well imagined.

B The Socialist International appointed a four man delegation to visit”

;:.w Infiia. The delegation consisted of the former West German Chancellor
,,, Willy Brandt, the Irish Leader Dr. O’ Brien, Socialist International General
it Secretary Hans Janischek and International Transport Workers’ Federation
Secretary M.S. Hoda. The entry of the delegation to India was banned by
Mrs. Nehru Gandhi by declaring that this was ‘gross interference in the

kS

g .internal affairs of India.’

: Incfd?nlally, the military Dictatorship of Chile allowed two Delegations
& of the Socialist International to visit Chile and to speak up for those detained
by the dictatorship. T T S ey

Obviously Mrs. Nehru Gandhi has more skeletons to hide than even

her Chilen counterparts.

. The London Times of August 15 has a near full page advertfsémcnt
signed by 572 leading personalities of the democratic world including 70
members of the British Parliament calling on Mrs. Nehru Gandhi ‘to free
Jayaprakash Narayan and all political prisoners held without trial.” The
advertisement which cost £ 3,000 (Rs. 60,000) was paid for by the contribu-
tions from workers, writers, artists, politicians, trade.union- leaders and

other ordinary pecople.
The Free JP Campaign committee set up in England has Nobel Laureate
Madam dictator who is mad at this

Philip Nocl-Baker as its Chairman. ] '
de Philip Noel-Baker to with-

Committee is doing her damnedest to persua
draw from the Committee.

A large number of Right Communists have been put on the p:ay-roll
of RAW and the Russian Embassy to do spying on workers in factories fgnd
on workers of Opposition parties. In Bombay, the Shiva Sena and _the Right
Communists working hand-in-hand as police informers. S.A. Dange :fnd
Seeapathi Thakre are said to have become members of 2 Mutual Admiration

jety. i ] i hat Dange
Society. There is, however, no confirmation of the roumour (ha
 has lzu:a made an hoporary Shakha Pramukh of the Shiva Sena
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B ad thal. Th)nkrc has been made an honorary member of tl .
e Co:11111u11|:<t lurt.y. though it is a fact that both are active T the - Right
madam Dictator's Club, ive members of the

e l;l‘housan(.is Or_l’col‘)lc have gone to prison by offering satyagraha. More
Wi ¢ courting imprisonment in October and November all over the

country.

On Augus.l 14,. 1975 Rajni Patel called a meeting of Bombay and
Ahmedabad textile mill owners in Bombay. The mill owners were asked to

B pay_Rs : 3 Cror?s .bcl'o_re September 14 and to keep another Rs: 2 crores
available in the ‘pipe line’ for collection at any time during the coming six

months.

_ The mill owners have paid 3crores. Money from big industrialists
- all over the country has been collected during tbe last month. My informa-
tion is that Rs. 30 crores have been raised and Rs: 20crores are in the

~ ‘Pipe line.’
“Whether these collections are for her ‘elections’ or for any other

purpose, only Madam Dictator can tell.
‘ ‘Rajni Pate.]‘promised a 109, rise in the price of the standard cloth to
the Mill owners. But Delhi has let him down. Itis <aid that this is only to

tell Rajni boy to stop acting t00 big.

: " The Right Communist pafty is poised for majpr split. J.M. Biswas,
- former MP from. West Bengal and a Dange confidente has fired the first salvo
~taking with him 2700 party WwoOrkers in West Bengal, Orissa, Assam, and
Tripura. . Many Right Communists have started joining the Congress, after
the son of the Dictator (Sanjay Gandhi) said in a press interview, ‘if you
take all the people in the Communist Party, the big wigs—even the not-so-
big-wigs—I dont’t think you would find a richer or more corrupt people
—anywhere.” The Right Communists are now ‘satisfied that they meet the

-primary condition of the Indira Congress membership.

‘ Unions, Industrialists, and others who may
P, flood relief work should set up
flood affected areas and distribute
f committce

WARNING : Trade
'be contributing to the Bibar, Orissa, U.
_their own Committees to proceed to the
the relief to the affected people. Contributions to some relie
‘'based in Bombay’s Congress (Indira) House and headed by Rajni Patel are

“liable to be misused.
..+ - The Karnataka High Court has _begun their: hca’ring into the habeas
' (Socialist), L.K. Advani .(Jan sangh),

¥ --bbrpus petitions of Madhu Dandavate
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S.N. Mishr
Parliament
Central J
a speci

a (Congrcss)
on Sept 29,
ail since Sept,
al chartered pl

Mr. M.C. C
naturally prevente

and  Atal Bely
The first 1)

22 when they we
ane,

arij Vajpayee (Jan sangh) members of
ree of them are lodged in Bangalore
re ﬂ_own to Bangalore from Delhi by

hagla is arguing for
d from publishing the
In West Bengal,
released on St Sept 65.
Teasons were.givep
when they were re-ar

the detenues. The newspapers are
News on orders from the Dictator,
Some of the leaders arrested on Ju
They were all re-
when they were rele
rested. That is the w

ne 26: 75 were
arrcested on Sept 13 and 14, No
ased and no grounds mentioned
ay of the Dictator and her unions,

An All Kerala convention on Civil Liberties was convened at Trivandrum

on |6th Sept 75 by an all parly committee consisting of EMS Namboodiripad,

A.K. Gopalan, and 15 other leaders of the Socialists, Congress 0)J

an sangh
and other opposition parties.

The District Magistrate banned conference on the 15th and on the 16th,

—all 17 members - of the convening committee were -arrested., They were
detained till 7 pm and then released,

You can trust the Dictator mot to publish the truth behind explosion
and fire in the Bombay Docks ware housc. She is worried that may set

in motion a series of explosions and fires in other parts of the country.

* WATCH OUT : Vidya Charan_ Shukla is on the way out, "_rhe son of
‘the Dictator does not like his looks. The SOD i§ also sqrq_ﬂlthﬂnl_bccausg
V.C. Shukla has not taken action to prevent Blitz, F:urrent, New wave,dalr]\. ‘
N:eu; Age and other Russofils in India from attacking the Dictator and his
SOD in a hundred subtle ways.

) : d
i 1 hanging to death Kiste Gaud an
Dictator i1s hell bent on - f
Mza:arlt:rave leaders of landless labourers charg.ed wnll: t};icr:tmrg;iic?ﬂ
Bthml:ci’ous landlords in Andhra Pradesh. They will be the p
two rap

workers to be hanged in free India.

& . 2 : \ grand performance of indgina-
fitm, Gyer e cxe:.:lrl;:)e their damned cynicism and double standa

t£9slcd 5 gemgl;?:oomaiah are marched. off the gallqv\fs. .t. i
- Rinte >’s Spain allowed a delegation of Amnesty Internationa
- Dictator Frz.mc_o . SE:;ional to visit the c"?un.try"t__q ftudy thettﬁfnamtz of
aﬂd Of the SOCIah?t I:;lt':':'s hair stands U.p' in" a ﬂouHSheven El:le:;tor has more
D Mg?'::lni]s?:t:::n?s get mentioned. " Of cou;seMadam * :

: these two o g R e s T
" {0 hide then Franco.

T TR
o P T
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Vi
GEORGE FERNANDES
October 2, 1975, Gandhi Jayanti, Rajghat, New Delhi.

One thousand policemen, mostly armed with rifles and automatic wea-
pons guarding the ‘samadhi’ of the Apostle of non-violence. Why? Because
Madam Dictator was coming to mock at Mahatma Gandhi’s memory.
Two enclosures-in front of the ‘samadhi’. The inner enclosure has some
30 or 40 people and in the front row sits the Dictator, hyprocrisy incarnate.
Thff second enclosure has about 300 pcople, many of them Secret Service
pohc::mcn_, To reach the enclosure, every onc has passed through a metal
detector installed by the Security Police. Ladies have their little hand bags

searched, men are not allowed to carry any bags.

The prayers are on. Suddenly, a man, middle aged jumps over the
fence from the second enclosure. to the first enclosure and in a fraction of a_
second he is right in front of the Dictator, shouting ‘“‘deviji, deviji”. But
even as he reaches there, about t‘wenhty policcmen, including plain clothesmen
have jumped on him, dragged him away, fisting him. The few old Gandhians
keep chanting away, their thoughts are with Gandhiji. The Dictator is
shaken beyond recognition. There is no mask now. There is naked fear
showing on the face. '

—Some-from-the second enclosure shout against the policemen beating
up the man who had approached ‘deviji”’. The prayer meeting ends abruptly.
The dictator is escorted away by the much harassed policemen. The second
dclosure crowd shouts “Down with the Dictator”. “Indira Gandhi Murada-
bad’’. *“Mahatma Gandhi ki Jai”’. The Dictator walks away, limbs trembling,
face white with fear. One man shouts “Indira Gandhi Zindabad”, hoping
that some (may be at least the Secret Service policemen) would take up the
refrain. The coldness of the people to the slogan makes the Dictator’s-lone
supporter look a goofy. He falls silent. The crowd continues to shout. Police
pick up many of them and they are taken away to the police station. Some
were released, others sent to jail, with a smile and a “Mahatma Gandhi ki
Jai” on their lips. The mockery of Gandhiji’s memory by the Dictator is

complete. No, only half-complete.

Bl il g

In the eveniné, there is a prayer meeting at the Samadhi. Tt is led by

'88-year old Acharya Kripalani, the oldest friend and associate of Mahatmu
~ Gandhi alive. About four hundred ‘people have joined the meeting, while
‘many were coming and going, paying their silent respects to Gandhiji’s .
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. congreg:
3 Kripalani is seated on the ground with the fg gation, Ty,
S oy ‘Dthnn over, he is requested to say a few words aboyt

] :

chanting of Ram D | R e A semmd, B @ eide
. <50 P.M. From the place whe d
A gy e yarely audible, the Acharya began. Today, I can

-ed with emotion and b a ’ .
z:::'hf only about ihe Mahatma’', Even as he sgokc a I';;‘wl sacrnt:m;zi,ipba&;;lnyi
policemen come marching through the congregation to Achary

; issi the
and ask him to stop speaking. The Acharya says that pf_:rrkrlmsstllfn ‘t'i)r l: .
. . i n donot care. ey threaten to
& meeting had been obtained. The pollcemc' - - st w
arrest every one if he does not stop spcakmg: Some in t 8 co g i;‘ o
Acharya Kripalani was speaking on Gandhiji and the ?oltcemen e
sit down and listen. Now, more policemen with lathis come on tht_: scene,
and start dragging away the people to police vans that had been lined up
nearby. The more stubborn ones are beaten up. Soon there are only a
dozen people left with Acharya Kripalani who had not been able .to speak
since the police arrived. The Acharya tells the police «“Allow us to sit here”.
The police do not listen. Rajmohan Gandhi and Ramchandra Gandhi, two
grandsons of Mahatma Gandhi are dragged away into a police van along with
a few others. Acharya Kripalani is told that he is under arrest. The arrested
> include veteran Gandhian Vishnu Dutt who had recently been released
=2 from prison after six weeks of deteption-and-Socialist-leader-H.V. Kamath,
. the man who helped draft the Indiap Coostitution. . '

Rajmohan and Ramchandra ale released at 8-00 P.M. Acharya Kripa-
lani is allowed to go home at about the same time. The mockery of Mahatma
Gandhi by Madam Dictator. is compléte.

*® * *

The Dictator’s trumpets in Bombay were allgalga with its success

Said the senior trumpet BLITZ : “Bombay has never seen anything like it,

and never will. Our movie stars flooded the streets and created a historic

rain-storm of money.” The junior trumpet CURRENT wrote : ““It was a

super-extravaganza with live (!) performances by the largest starcast ever

assembled.” Crowed the veteran sycophant K.A. Abbas in his ““‘last page” :
It was the Greatest Show on Earth by the greatest show-men.”

-

Eil e Y
s

Fa

«Current” wrote: “Packed in sixty trucks the film stars travelled 14
miles from Dadar to Mahalakshmi in sun and rain and exhorted the
crowds to give all they could. The crowds went wild on seeing their favou-
rites and often demandad flying kisses and hand-shakes in return for their
donations.” The show lasted, according to BLITZ, for pearly eleven hours,
and “Bombay rose as one-man to give the stars the thunderous million-
throated ovation. The scene is beyond words, beyond description.”

DY e

-‘*:;'..;{;c‘;‘::q':’“" W e

2 s

That was the trumpeteers. The money collected . by sixty truck loads
of film stars and their ring-master Rajni Patel from this greatest show on

| p—

g Ao e
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Earth was Rg. 3,150
_‘I_--;‘f:l:‘ll(li)ay.ln\s‘7,000.})00 People and one half of India‘s Money
Piiot _r:;“c ll\'c‘pmsc per head from I!omhny after all the bla-
DiClscil to :ijclmgralc cither the filiy stars or Ilumhaymcn.
A%or and her toadies that peo ' i
_ { ¢ ple may love their
hate the Dictator y v

: and her toadijes., (Incidcntally the daily ¢
the Dictator s Now about Rs, 3 lakhs.) ’

00 only, That is about Rs. 5,000 Per truck of fiim star
LArs,

So, Rajnilmy
bla-bly, This is
This is to tell
vie stars, but they
ost of maintaining

* *
. SIGNS OF TH

son of the Dictalo_r_ (SOD) had a tiff
ar Ray and shooed them off from
he SOD seeking forgiveness for their

t condescended to give an ear to their
as told

trespasses. But the SOD has so far no

sSuC;))[[;hcation. Madam Dictator h them that she cannot over-ride the
* * *

More than

tweaty people were killed by police bullets in Madras so
that Madam Dictator

could lay a wreath-on Kamaraj’s dead body at the
Rajaji Hall. The army

took over the arrangment at 1-00 P.M. and cleared
the entire Rajaji Hall area to a radius of halfa mile. The Hall was
taken ov

er by the Army and Central Intelligence Secret Police. A few
relatives of Kamaraj and the top leaders of the Congress (O) were the only
ones allowed inside Rajaji Hall. This was about t\x.:o_ hours before the
Dictator arrived by a back door under total cover provided by tne Secret
Service police. The Dictator left by the same back door to the Raj Bhavzllln
grounds at Guindy where one acre of deer fomst_had_bcen nlearcd t{‘(;lraltf:
cremation. The large mass of mourners were stoPncd at a dlstancelc)\ b 30})
mile from the cremation ground, near Saidapet bridge. Tnerc we;:sznzel e
persons in the cremation ground including the SE]EWCSCSDPWEI.S hove:ring
Dictator’s bodyguard and Secret Service police. th es were twisted to
around among the Secret policemen. The newspaper stori

i ing amon
create the impression that the Dictator was frecly moving and walking g
the crowds.

completely

i e been

The Dictator and her court jester and a few otl;c:: :;felltff‘:z“cl;i;rcsses.

lying to the people that Kamaraj’s last wish to tznebtgmes by the spectacle of

Kamaraj died a broken-hearted man, shaken to the herself into a Dictator.
the woman he installed as Prime Minister transform

" - then proclaiming
All Dictators are adept in the tactic of killing some one and then p
him a martyr.

* * *

. 2 Stud " Ont‘, at
Two recent pictures of the Dictator n?ake an mtizs;;:::g e inasks of
Delhi’s Ferozeshah Kotla with the Ramlila drama k ‘
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others are for their roles. The Dictator's mask is the only one that looks
sinister,

The other picture is of the Dictator receiving the Yugoslav Prime
Minister at Palam Airport. Actually, the Dictator is hiding behind the wall
of the V.LP. lounge at Palam while the Yugoslav Prime Minister is ushered
in. The official photographer has taken the picture from inside the lounge,
while seeret servicemen are covering from outside. Was it not B,K. Nehru

_who said that since she became a Dictator, “‘she is more popular than she
ever was”l Some popularity !

—_— % ——— - % *

On Saturday, October 4, 1975, the workers of IDPL (Indian Drugs and
Pharmaceuticals Ltd.)~-a Government of India concern—staged a ‘Dharna’
inside the factory at Hyderabad demanding 20% bonus. The Company had
earned a profit of Rs. 4.6 crores during the last financial year. The manage-
ment under Madam Dictator’s new dispensation on the Bonus was willing to
pay only 49, bonus, i.e. Rs. seven lakhs. _

The—*Dharna’ started at the end of the day’s shift. All efnployees—-mcn
and women—stayed inside the factory throughout the night. At three in the
morning, the general manager of IDPL came to ®he factory and told the
workers that there was nothing he could do in view of Madam Dictator’s
firman. He however said he would once again talk to the managing director
. of IDPL who was in town on that day. . . A

— e

October 5 was Sunday—a holiday, The workers continued to stay
inside the factory. The management closedthe canteen in the morning and
at the same time closed all exit gates from the factory. The workers starved
throughout the day drinking only pipe watsr.

By noon the armed police had surrounded the factory. At 5-00 P.M. the
managing director-came_into -the factory with a large posse of armed police.
Without any warning the police began teargassing the workers who took
cover at one end of the factory building. Having thus cornered the workmen
the police opened fire. One workman, Bhikshapathi, was killed on the spot
and 32 workmen were seriously injured in the firing. 37 workmen were
arrested. The workers were locked inside the factory throughout the night
without food and water. On Monday, October 6, each one of the workers was
asked tosign on a form, the contents of which were not shown to them,’ and
asked to leave the factory. The police took control of the factory. Work
started on 13th October. '

This is Madam Dictator’s new labour policy. But there is nothing new
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. . . ; ; ictator h:
in this. Hitler did the same. FFranco 1s doing the same. Madam Dictator has

been spilling workers' blood before, but at least other workers knew about it,

and could protest against such barbarism. The IDPL incident 1s a V'lCtlm (?f
Workers must fight against this

censorship. So no one will know about it. !
dictatorship. Bhikshapathi’s death must be avenged. Down with Mrs. Nehru

Gandhi’s fascist dictatorship.
* *

world correspondent of Bombay’s BLITZ says

Kunhanandan Nair,
(BLITZ Oct. 11 ‘75) “The failure of the Indian Government to recall ’

its ambassador fom Madrid and publicly denouncc.Franco’.s terror fm.d.
executions has puzzled the progressive world which thinks Indira Gandhi is

an anti-fascist and a socialist.”

*

"It is not Mrs. Nehru Gandhi’s fault if the so-called progressive world
actsgoofy. Mrs. Nehru Gandhi has killed more workers than old man

Franco. Kiste Gawd and Bhoomaih are waiting to be hanged in their con-
demned cell in Hyderabad for championing the cause of the landless
labourere. When Franco kills, the world at least knows about it..When Indira

Nehru Gandbi kills, shecensorstirenews—from ourpeople. Kunhan should
hat Mrs. Nehru Gandhi is not an anti-fascist and

tell his progressive world t
a socialist but an anti-sociglist and fascist. =

Will you Kunhan? -Will you Rusi Karanjia ?

‘In the Chakoias (Afluaye) Spinning Mills Kerala, there _was' a 3 day
strike in early September demanding the withdrawal of the illegal suspension
of 2 workers. Even the stooge unions of INTUC and AITUC had to join the

strike. The suspensions withdrawn the strike ended.

* * *

The passport of Neelam Sanjiva Reddy, former speaker of the Lok
Sabha and Mrs. Gandhi’s candidate for the presidency in 1969 has been
impounded on orders of the Dictator. This is a sequel to Sanjiva Reddy
getting a letter from his son in America asking him to visit the U.S.A. and

spend a few days with him.
*

* %
Educating the Dictator : “Though India may prosper a little under a
benevolent and efficient despotism, she will remain stunted and the day of
emancipation of her people will be delayed.”” Jawaharlal Nehru writing
.anonymous]y an article on “No Caesarism’’. What would he say to the most
inefficient, corrupt and ruthless despotism of Madam Dictator, his only
daughter ? Tut, tut, what a question! Don’t you know she had differences

even with Mahatma Gandhi ? (Cf. Illustrated Weekly). Besides Nehru never
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e dynasty. S
vas sure of th
1 i ower. Hed
3 . pisk of losing P

A& faced any scrious ris

b3 hope, Madam Dictator |

Y ) .

*
s on the way out.

ﬂbllltY! go to

D.K. Barooah, the official court jc'stcr i X

his looks and size. He WI!l, in all pr(t; s
s Ambassador. The Russians have been

B he CIA baiting at home, they are nc?t

feel that the Dictator 18
t the CIA baiter. ‘In the

or to the court jester.

Watch Out :
3% The SOD does not like
“¢  Moscow as the Dictato
Though they would like Barooah to do't
likely to veto the appointment. They, of course,

making d concession to the Americans by-shunting ou
meanwhile the Dictator is scouting for a worthy success

The SOD will have to approve the name.

%

*

An All India Conference on Democratic Rights was held in Ahmedabad
on October 12th. The conference, attended by over 500 lawyers, writers and
intellectuals, demanded immediate revocation of emergency, release of J.P.
and other polilical detenues, end of press censorship. The proceedings of

the Conference were naturally censored by the Dictatér— — =

*

* * *

“The Supreme Court refused to accept an application by the Dictator
for stay of proceedings in respect of the habeas corpus petitions of L.K.
Advani, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Madhu Dandavate—and S.N. Misra now
2 being heatd by a Division Bench of the Karnataka High Court in Bangalo;'e.

b
* * % *

Surendra Mohan, General Secretar iali

) y of the Socialist part a
u.nder MISA by the Police in New Delhi on October 6. Hepwa-: L:Zldsef”cswg
since the declaration of emergency. - In Bombay Prof. Sadanand Vir(()lun
veteran Socialist leader was : N ROt &
Oototis: s larr.ested under MISA in the first week of

3 el' d

Mahatma Gandhi, the i
_ , police said, “W ’
We only know Indira Gandhi.” ¢ don’t know any Mahatma Gandhi.

Madam Dictator’s mad
.. . tburst on forei
strike has a Wil n foreign funds .
thrown in thiall:::' :-’ t:;n g hc,d -this time with lots docui:::ng::' .
finally b pcfsuaé)é_d at the Dictator in spite of being a congeni ion of al;-go
. ; to keep her trap shut. - The document ?:":jl_}'f; ‘?”
o _ ailable for

Scanned by CamScanner



Janata Struggle

salc/dlSt'flblllmn all over the country for a small ne:
production, Ttcan be transl : price to cover

o the cos
ated and/or reproduced without perm !

ission.
* ston,

s *

* *

*
The Federation of Indian Ct ’
. g b
president Harish Mahindra rambers of Commerce and Industry whose

1a constantly keeps bending backwards to

: n Mahin please
Madam pxctator IS raising 5 lakhs to be handed a bogus organisation called
Convention of Teenagers. Th

is so-called Convention of Teenagers is supposed
to have prc_Jd'tlced 3 short films titled “Nehru the Maker of India”, ‘““Indira the
soul of India” and “Wah Beti” (Wow Daughter). The money was demanded

by the Finance Minister Subramanyam on behalf of the Dictator to under-
write the exhibition of these fraud films. Other organisations of Employers
as also individual Industrialists have been directed to pay large amounts of
— money oin the same account. None, however, has becen told as to when this

new racket called the Convention of Teenagers was organised by the Dictator
and who its office bearers are. '

* - * *

-

«  Phoren Minister Y.B. Chavan thought he was addressing his consti-

tuents in Karad in Maharashtra when he told the Americans that jyu India
there was only number one and no number two. The Americahs|were so
impressed by his transparent sincerity that they are now signing a petition to
Y.B. Chavan’s number one to retain him as a back number for all time.

* * *

Madhu Limaye has been transferred to Narsinghgarh prison from
Raipur prison, both in Madhya Pradesbh. His wife Champa was allowed to
see him for 15 minutes in 3 months. He is in excellent spirits.

* * *

The Viswa Yuvak Kendra (World Youth Organisation—WAY) hostel
overlooking New Delhi’s Diplomatic Enclave was taken over by the Dictator’s
police on Sept. 1st ina lightning operation that lasted over 30 minutes. :
Every one in the hostel was asked to vacate within hours. The place now !
houses the Dictator’s Super Secret Police.

* * *

~ The Dictator and her family (sons, daughters-in-law and grandchildren)
visited Konarak in Orissa and had a great picnic. Earlier they flew over the
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0 : .
S ?n ((J)d .aﬂ'cclcd arcas of Orissa. Even the misery and death of the poor peaple
1% rissa « ide H v
e acan provide fun and pleasure to the Dictator and her family.

(Konarak houses India’s most erotic sculpture and is a tourist spot.)

George Fernandes

VII

There are three separate items mailed to you this time. The usual
news-views sheet which follows, a note for discussion (on the elections) and
the text of a document which I received from Japan (on- the foreign money
question). May I repeat the request which I have been constantly making ?

Please share-the information you get with as many people as possible. Make

“copies, translate, circulate. Above all, keep talking. If three people start,
cach speaking to three others, by the time the eighteenth round is reached,
38,65,00,000 of people the entire adult population of the country—wijll have
known whar the first three had said. That is the power of the spoken
word—or the whispered word, if you please,

Jayaprakash Narayan has been released on parole for a month, and B
there is a general feeling that his releascis a prelude to relaxation of the

oy present situation and is the first move taken by the dictator to retrace
& her steps. Nothing is farther from the truth. JP was released because
%‘g the dictator was afraid that he might die in prison. JP's health had begun
= to rapidly deteriorate during the second half of October. In the first week
% of November, his brother saw him in the Chandigarh hospital and came

i

back full of despair. He addressed a letter to the dictator on November,
8, in which he emphatically declared that from all indications, JP was not
expected 1o live for more than two months. While he did not request the
dictator to release JP, he nevertheless asked her whether it would be in the
interests of her government to allow JP to die in prison. The dictator knows
where her interests are. Two days after receipt of this letter, she ordered
JP’s release on parole. He is to report back to prison at the end of thirty

days. - e

.. There is, of course, a possibility that the dictator will use JP’s parole to
create confusion in the ranks of the resistance movement. There are enough
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busy bodies in the country who will now get to work-talking of normalisation,
negotiations, elections and what have you. The dictator will use these busy-
bodies in her own diabolical way. But what kind of a deal can onec make
with her ? How is anyonec to trust her? She belicves that Indira is India.
Where does anyone believing in democracy fit into that 7 Her credibility is
zero. Her strength lics in falsehood, repression and terror. To use her own
words, it is only the Big Lie that sustains her. There is only one way to
deal with her. She has to go. And for that purpose, our movement has to
be intensified.

Incidentally, the Chief Censor has issued the following “TOP SECRET”
message to all State Censors on Nov. 15,

“In regard to further stories regarding Jayaprakash Narayan’s health
some Socialist leaders have been giving out statement to the effect that he is
cheerful but some of his internal ailments remain. Similarly some prominent
leaders have been-calling on him. .There is no objection to such stories
being allowed provided there is no ‘statement. to the effect that his health is:
failing. Further reports about his movenient -from one _hospital to another__
or from one place to another should not repcat not be publistied nor the

- ‘place of the hospital where he is being treated. You should ensure that all
reports about Jayaprakash Narayan by news agencies or news correspon-
dent must be submitied for pre-censorship. Pleace note that these instruc-
tions are for your guidence only and not to be conveyed to newspapers or

corre"pondents
* e ok .

‘Madam dictator and her courtiers have been celebrating her “Great
Victory” in the Supreme Court. The dancing girls and the riff raff from
Delhi and surrounding areas are herded daily outside the dictator’s
residence to hail the Hitler. The news of the Supreme Court decision were
doctored to create the impression that the judgment of the Allahabad High
Court convicting Mrs. Nehru Gandhi of corrupt practices had been set
aside by the Supreme Court. Even an otherwise intelligent man like Sardar
Khushwant Singh, editor of the Illustrated Weekly has been fooled into
believing that ““the Supreme Court has cleared Mrs. Gandhi of all charge
of corrupt practices during her election to the Lok Sabha.” (lllustrated
Weekly, Nov..23. page 31). ;

Let us get this straight. The Supreme Court has not cleared Mrs.
Gandhi of any charges of corrupt practices held proved against her by the
Allahabad High Court. Justice Sinha’s judgment stands and the lady
remains condemned-as ever.
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This is what has happened

After the Allahabad High Court judgment,
Parliament amend the clectoral |

she had committed were no more
from the day she committed them

Mrs. Nehru Gandhj had her
aws to the effect that all COrrupt practices
corrupt practices with retrospective effect
+ The Supreme Court held that Parlia-
power to cnact such patently perverse legislation. Ergo, the

Supreme Court held that the judgment of the Allahabad High Court stood
annulled.

& 9ne could illustrate this with the following example :

A man commits rape against a minor girl.

him Fo siX years in prison. The man appeals to the High Court against the
conviction. Incidentally, the man happens to be the Prime Minister who
has a captive parliament under his thumb. He makes the parliament enact a
law which says that rape of a minor girl is nota crime under the law of the
land with effect from the date on which the Prime Minister committed the
rape. The High Court holds that Parliament has the power to legislate
that rape is not a erime from the date on which-t e—Prime—Minister_raped.
a helpless minor girl. The High Court then'proceeds to hold that the trial

court’s judgment convicting the man to six years of imprisonment is no

longer valid. The man who is the Prime Minister |then organises rallies to

celebrate his “great victory’ and the “vindication of his honour”.

The trial court convicts

Do you get me Khushwant ? 1 thought you.
such an illustration.
* e *

ight understand it with

%k

The nation-wide Satyagraha has started with a bang. In the first four
days of the Satyagraha, over 10,000 pcople have be?n .arrested. all over the
country. In Delhi, people have started writing anti-dictatorship §logans on
the walls and on the streets. Posters, both Prmted and hand-written hat\:c
also appeared in most parts of city. (A detailed report on the satyagraha
will be mailed in a few days).

The World Council of Churches wc];li:)h [spgealkgswfc;:h;izszlylsﬂihlf:lsc;;::
i ct. 7, .

P?Oplc of the WOrLd Rz;s,glrr; :clc‘::;rchcat s derlal b hamen tldhits:to The
dlct_ator expl'essg:rhe letter criticises the imposition of emergency, press
Indian pt.toplc. he denial of legal remedics to those detained under the
censors.hlp oy EI:t has also appealed for the immediate release of.(Ijayha-
deabing MISS. d other detained leaders. The lcttfn: has also m:gf] éi:
prakas}tl'I\La:)i'y;:maoncratic rights of the people for political expression,
restoratio

; . "
cussion, and dissen
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The Internationg] TranSport Workers
Indffl Rall_“:aym'?'l’ﬁ FCdcration is aﬂilialcd) has resolution cong

the imposition of dlctatorship in India ang Said that « e
being totally undcmocratic, unconstitutiopg| and placj
- equivalent of totalita

rian rule,* The
dent of India *tq Put an end tq ¢

repression of the Indian People,

: union leaders and to
restore ful democratic and trade yn;i ight '
citizens by their Constituation

ederation
, in a

NOVEMBER 22, 1975

George Fernandes
STOP PRESS + JP has been admitteed to the Jaslok Hospital in Bombay.

The Bombay Sarvodaya leader, Govindrao Deshpande
called on him onp November 22. He was arrested as he was
leaving the hospital. So much for rela:ﬁation. W:!l all lvhe
remaining Gandhians now find their Way into the prisons ?
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& Only the dict
& medical bulletip
and a first ¢
from

ator knows how n

° convey hardly anything,  Dr. Shangif
i indi;'::iw"gcon Who will certainly (ry pis best
happend in the Sns’ ”;‘c jrcsator has done a fool pro

Shantila] Meht, (28;)0][ Dr anmanohar' Lohia too. T had then flown Dr
B ccaminine [ o .c 1110 a desperate bid to save Dr. Lohia’s life. Afer
8 ing Lohia, Dr Mehta told me that it was too late. The butcher wh(:

g gp;rated on Lohia and who was later given-a-special reward by the dictator
ad done enough damage. So it wil| be with JP, '

Ny more days 1p has. The doctored
al Mehta is 5 fine man
to !:eep IP alive, But
of job. That is what

ol

The dictator has now released JP f';om detention.’
%  much tragedy underlying it all, one could have lau
Yet the “release’ of JP s significant. The dictator seems to be now convi-
nced that her demonic plan to finally release JP from the world of the mortals
is now nearing its last phase. We can only tell this devil of a dictator that
—she-will-never-never get away with JP’s murder. Never.

"
-

If there was not so
ghed at this cruel joke.

s A E e e

I am reproducing here below a. letter I have mailéd to M.R. Masani,
N A Palkhiwala, J C Shah (former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court), MC
Chagla, Sheikh Abdullah, Babubhai Patel, M. Karunanidhi, SM Joshi and
. Achyut Patwardhan. The letter is self-explanatory.

“Dear Friend :

«Jt is with a heavy heart that Iam addressing this letter to you
and to a few other friends”.

l ; tral
i told by a source from the Cen
“When in early November I wa:,een ot wlem s

i hat JP has . '
I[{:f”]gcncbi ﬁ::lazrt even if he should survive for some time, he
will soon "

letters
would be totally useless for the movement, }lhadtzii;iszi etteze
. .nds in the country requesting them 10 3 eutE
o cheml.f“e“ eople and to raise their voice In a o
e e ding 0 tvfo after mailing these letters, 1 saw ihe e
e er o :l)r ssed by JP’s brother to the ladlyf 1: ich be
o e L rz JP less than two m?nths to sl:n; :
S iy gavlady has done everything tqbllccn -y
ApPears oa theour midst in the quickest po]:zlarmy’ B o
e Ifro?nimpcachablc sources thalt tt e s g
rara tgg?aryy forces have been put on an aler
para-m

——

y ; A : ; et e
E y i ' '
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health and People’s reaction therefo are monitored

SeLup control room jn New Delhi,  This is just o
lady’s diabolical moves,

ina Specially
ne part of \he

“I have also learnt from very reliable sources that before his
release on parole from the Chandigarh (Hospital) prison, Jp's
signatures have been taken on a number of papers, JP himse|f has
admitted to signing on some papers without knowing their con-

tents. | have recasons to believe that some signatures have been

taken on blank Papers, which could later be used in furtherance of
the ulterior motives of the lady,

a broken-hearted man, totally disillusioned at the sag spectacle
of the lady he installed as Prime Minister turp herself into a self-
Confessed dictator. All those. close to Kamaraj have told me that

Kamaraj coulq never havehdreamt_of_haxing_ar;y;hing 1o do.with
the dictatorship of the lady. -In fact, in all his private and public

Utterances sipce June 20,1975, he exhorted the people to fight.
against her dictatorship. T

- “Against the backdrop of.the copdition of JP, the lady will stop at

nothing and stoop to anything to forge documents containing JP’s
alleged Jast wishes, Already, her Establishment has set afloat
rumours that JP has realised the mistake of his aligning with the
Jan Sangh, RSS angd other so-called feactionary groups etc,

all of us, and while it will be to the eternal shame of our country
that her greatest son alive, should meet with such a terrible fate
at the hands of the wickedest woman alive, I feel that we should do

chance to smear JP’s name when he js DO more 'with us, [ would,
therefore, urge that either by an affidavit signed by JP before a
Notary Public or through any other means you think proper you
take steps to ensure that the papers signed by JP are not later put
to use by the lady to forge some Last Testament of JP.

From the underground somewhere in India. Yours sincerely

November 30, 1975. , ~ George Fernandes

1
|

|
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- ol Prayer for Juyaprakash Narayan. [ have

~ withou oAl
Vi O:ltcsllcccss__ 1 }vould urge the Sangharsh Samitr, all p
1er organisations to endorse this suggestion.

3
i
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May I suggest that we observe Sunday, December, 14,1975 as a Day
been trying to contact the

go from the Sumiti, but

"member e ;
s of the Sangharsh Samiti to have this call
arties, trade unions

5 N:;}::n};‘;:c‘;; c:;l'thc Socialist International meeting in Brus.scls (Belgium)

months ago thc—dp 1975; has adqplcd a resolution on India. Only a fe.w

Iﬂlel‘natioua’l to thIt(ﬂtor s party chief, Barooah, had mvok'ed.lhc.Socmhst

cratic socialism SHa e the clnlmfs of the Congi as a party believing in demo--
: ere are the views of the Socialist International :

““The Bureau of the Sociali . i s
N R _ oc_xahst International, meeting 1n Brussels «@
ovember 29-30,1975, and having received a report from George FERNA-

gz?i,isiﬁi:;:‘fn- (;g the Indian Socialist Party, and further clarifications
the Indian Govy’ oting with concern that, contrary to the assertions of
ecentlv b ernment, the herixlth of Jayaprakash Narayan, who has
y been released from detention on parole for thirty days, has deteriora-
ted gf’ea-tly during his detention, to the point where there are now serious fears
for his life. : _ sl

“Noting further that :

(i) tens of thousands of political workers, trade unionists, members
of parliament and.of State’legislatures, journalists, students and
intellectuals have’, been arrested and are still in prison, and that

many new arrests are still taking place daily;

al prisoners are held in sub-

(i) the great majority of the politic
d the right of appeal to any

human conditions and are denie
court of law ; '
(iii) although opposition parties are not legally banned, they are
effectively prevented from functioning; :
not only subjected to rigorous censorship
ed by the government to publish certain

(iv) the news media are
ts the contents of which are not always

but are also compell
reports and statemen
factual;

all of whose vocal opposition
nded the constitution
s Tepressive measures

parliament,
isoned, has ame
bring in numerou
ntal rights;

(v) a rubber-stamp !
members have been 1mpr
and the law in order to DT
which deprive people of their fundame

76
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(vi) trljc]:l lwtorkc'rs: I.u_lvc been denied their freedom of association and %
B 10 organise and to strike, and attempts are being made t |
: auc o

|CndCl lhc llﬂdc ““i() n
n rﬂﬂvc‘ncnt Qllh‘ﬂcr l’cnt fo lhe (‘EIVC

. . A v ) .

l“cnt‘s \Ul"; r

Deplores the above-mentioned viol

! ations of civil liberties and fnnda-
mental rights;

Calls upoln the Government of India to end the State of Emergency, lift
press consorship, release all political and trade union prisoners held without
trial and restore all democratic rights to the people of India;

_ EXpresses its solidarity-with the Socialist Party and other organisations
fighting for democracy and socialism in India; and

~ Calls upon all member parties to extend all support and assistance to
the Socialist Party of India.

— * * s

.

So Bahuguna is gone. A wholesale transfer of officers at the State and
district levels has taken place and a thorough shake up in the U.P. adminis-
tration is on. The, dictator’s party is split in three factions in UP. The pink

. Sphinx Kamlapati Tripathi leads the most powerful group; Bahuguna (the
private citizen) has the second most powerfull group; and MAD (madam {
dictator) has an assortment of old-time renegades, sycophants and time-
servers forming her own group. The UP developments could also mean
that MAD is toying with the idea of early elections.

PRI S

° Weird stories are afloat in New Delhi on the reasons why Bahuguna
had to go. They say it all started with MAD’s supporter K K Birla losing
his, Rajya Sabha seat—because of Bahuguna’s opposition during the 1974
biennial elections. Bahuguna’s failure to influence Justice Sinha to exone-
rate her of her election crimes provoked her further...... and so on an so
forth. The weirdest one is about Bahuguna resorting to black magic to
get rid of MAD which she first countered with her own black magicians

battling with the demon in the lawns of her (MAD’s) well-protected mansion.
Then came the coup de grace.

* | * *

© *What is behind the Cabinet reshuflle? Nothing much, really. 'MAD
wanted to demonstrate her virility by shaking the pack a little. She also
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wanted to ‘take over Deflence because she does not trust any onc any more,
Then there was SOD (son of the dictator) insisting on having his buddy
Bansilal in New Delhi. Ganesh had to be eased out for more then one
reason, which has been known for a longtime. Khadilkar's utility had ex-
pired, besides he was talking too much with too many. G S Dhillon had
to be rewarded for services rendered. And Jagjivan Ram and Y B Chavan
had . to . be served notice. A major Cabinet shake up is on the cards during
the next fortnight.

Is MAD planning a mad adventure in.Bangla Desh? There have been
major troop movements from the central and western commands to the east-
ern sector. From Delhi alone, during the second half of November, over
15,000 troops have been air-lifted to the eastern sector, besides the several tro-
op carrying trains that have been moving eastwards. I am told the Russians
have been pressurising MAD to do a Czechoslovakia in Bangla Desh and to
install a puppet regime. It all sounds very absurd, but one can never be
sure of MAD. She is absurd. ' . ‘

In early October, 1975, when the Spanish dictator Franco executed five
asque—rebels; there was spontaneous revulsion all over the world. Franco
did not survive those executions. The blood of the martyrs cried for revenge,
and with that went the last European fascist”. The Soviet Union, it
satellites and their propagandists too joined the chorus of protest over the
execution of the Basque revolutionaries.

Now we have been told that Kiste Gowd and Bhoomiah wer¢ hanged °
in Hyderabad on December 1, 1975. All our - efforts to save the lives of
these two brave comrades who struggled all through their lives to protect the
poor tenants and agricultural labourers from brutal exploitation by rapaci-
ous landlords finally failed. With their execution, the dictator and her goons
‘have started putting the hangman’s noose round the necks of political work-
ers. For this is the first time in free India that political workers have been
hanged for political crimes. .Of course thousands have been killed by police
lathies and bullets and are still being killed. Reports from Bihar mention of
daily killings of the leaders of the landless labourers, harijans and other ex-
ploited sections of the people. '

‘The blood of Kiste Gowd and Bhoomiah cries for revenge.. And rest
assured, madam dictator, their deaths will be avenged. L)

* * »

... Poor dear Raghavan. Of BLITZ, I mean. He has .been spending
a life-time educating the Nehru family on fascism. And now he complains
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ck waves surging through his vodka-soaked arteries. Cause?
«[ndia -observed Statc mourning in memory of General Franco, o’nc of the
worst fascists the world has produced”. These are Ragha.vnn s u-_ords
(BLITZ, Nov 29). I have been trying to educate Raghavan into realising
that one fascist docs mourn the passing away of another. Bu.t Rag-havan re-
fuses to learn. Incidentally, what about our fascist executing Kiste Gowd
and Bhoomiah? Guzzle more vodka and forget it all, eh, Raghavan? When

will Raghavan and his kind also learn that to the Russians all communist
parties all over the world are expendable if that serves Moscow’s foreign

policy objectives. The Russians make deals even with an Idi Amin. And
will Raghavan 'stop all that rubbish of comparing MAD with Chile’s late
Jamented Salvadore Allende? Of course, your boss ‘Karanjia once compared
MAD to Ho Chi Minh. When I asked him if Ho Chi Minh had a son who
produced a Maruti, Rusi gave me a sheepish grin in return. What a Karan-
jia! What a Raghavan !

to having sho

A% * *

The SOD’s stink-pot Maruti, has, for all practical purposes, folded up.
Birlas do not have the Rs one hundred crores to sink inthe SOD’s bottom- _ _
less pit. SOD, of course, is not concerned. He has made his pile long ago: "™
And now he says, who needs Maruti when I can be the ‘marut’ of India that

is Indira. Some hope, SOD!
% ) * ' ) *

They told me in New Delhi that MAD is scared to death. Literally,
that is. She has been telling her very -trusted(?) friends that she is afraid
that “they” would liquidate her entire family. When friends ask who the
‘‘they” are, MAD says, ‘I am not afraid of "the opposition. It is my own
colleagues that I am afraid off”’. Now we know why every time MAD has left
the Capital even for a single night, she has taken with her the entire pack of
Nehru Gandhis. During the two days in Orissa, four days in Sikkim and
Darjecling, and a week-end near Sohna in Haryana, the State Exchequer
‘was called upon to foot the bill of the entire family—MAD, SOD and all.

* * * .

Also heard in Delhi: Devraj Urs, Prakash Sethi, and Harideo Joshi are
in the “Q” to be kicked out. Siddhartha Shanker Ray and Rajni Patel are
moving heaven and hell to win back the favour of SOD. & '

* * %

Kamlapati Tripathi is suffering from what? He is seen at the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences regularly. : AR Freopli
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¢ D K Barooah is suffering from an .ailmcnt that is rcf"uslmg
The Harley Street specialists whom hc consu ted
England (one report is that he wanglcfi the vrs:f_tg |
parently told him that *“it

Court jestc
to respond to treatment.
on his recent visit to
London to be able to mect
is now in the tertiary stage.

% *

doctors there) have ap

E 2
adcasting, Government of India
fa booklet by Rajni patel

In a brief foreward to the booklet, Rajniboy
gress workers”. Discussing the

The Ministry of Information and Bro

has produced several hundred thousand copies 0

president ofthe-Congi’s BPCC.
writes that it is “primarily meant for Con
so-called achievement under the Emergency, Rajni boy asserts in the booklet
that “the Congress (meaning Congi) alone can marshall the people’s support

"for all the welfare measures undertaken under the Emergency”.

*

* *

dence that the State and the Congiare Tow oncemr——

" “This is further evi
ng siphoned off for p oducing

tity, and the tax payer’s money is merrily bei
literature for the Congi by the dictator.

* *

)

While comrades in the underground wo-uld gain immensely by reading
Id also profit much if

Gandhijji, Lohia and Subhas Chandra Bose, they wou
they read Lenin, Che Guevara, Fidel Castro and Mao. There is a great deal
to be learnt on tactics from the writings of these Commuunist revolutionaries.

To understand Mrs Nehru Gandhi’s fascism better, one could usefully read
scism. A much

the various writings of Jawaharlal Nehru on the subject of fa
recommended novel for the underground workers is John Steinbeck’s ‘The
Moon is Down’. Itis a short novel available in Pan pocket edition.

* * *

In the nationwide Satyagraha that commenced on November 14, 1975,
more than 60,000 people have courted arrest in the first twenty days. Re-
ith

ports from all over the country speak of the tremendous enthusiasm w
which people are collecting at the spots where Satyagraha is offered. In

Karnataka, Veerendra Patil and Ramkrishna Hegde have so far offered
Satvagraha thrice. Some Karnataka Congians have complained to MAD
that Devraj Urs is deliberately releasing the Cong (O) leaders so that they
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could orgaunisc the peco

ple to greater action, A det
graha will be sent witl

ailed report on the Saty,.
1 the next bulletin, a

December 5, 1975

George Fernandes,

Duplicate Circulate !‘

time the eighteenth round is
lation of the country—will

power of the whispered word. Keep talking

or whispering. That is the waj;
to beat the dictator’s censor.

Scanned by CamScanner



Ge orge Fernand anaii
. es to N mukh -
26 May 1 : J Deshmukh

My dear Nanasaheb,

When wi :
Delhi made:;;h ::11':: felll stro.kc d'cllvcrcd on Junc 26, 1975, the dictator from
T ot St;)te l(;‘a parties irrelevant, it does not really matter if, in
together. T do . i irrelevance, th'ey stay as they are or they come
it sow AeGA o now tlfe €Xact situation regarding other parties that
O merge into one under JP's leadership, but if my under-

standing i : .
Nationagll(s:oﬁlorfect, an overwhelming majority of “the members of the
mittee of the Socialist Party are in prison and any formal

decisi i :
cision, envisaged by the Bombay meeting that voted for merger, may not

be posmble,_ what to speak of a decision by a wider group like the National
Conference or General Council. :

Thedictator bas —Teacted—in—a- predietable way to the news of the
proposed merger. She will now resort to all her fascist techniques to
damn the united party and play up the communal angle. She will also try
to brainwash individual socialists, Congress (O) workers and others to speak
and act against the united party. All of which is in keeping with the charac-
ter of her dictatorship. - o '

m ik i v bt o
DRl A AT B o L B S R
¥ - A G S

.

: .- What bothers me are not the moves and methods of the dictator. She

makes no bones about anything ; she knows her mind. Her paranoiac urge

& to stay in power and to institutionalise the Nehru dynasty is there for all to

% see. I have always held that the woman cannot afford ever to renounce
& power. Nor motivations are neither ideological nor political. It is the
*‘;‘ ‘megalomaniac in her that derives her, and now that she has tasted absolute
é& personal power (with the final capitulation by whatever it is that her own
;"‘ party was), it would be the height of foolishness on anyone’s part_ to expect
,M her to ever willingly go out of office. :
33 « o

I am making these points in the first instance because of a _grgwing fear.
in my mind that most people in the opposition are still not willing to-face
the realities of a total fascist dictatorship having taken over 1:hc country.
There is a strange reluctance even among those who may be m.tcllcctua!ly_
convinced to publicly acknowledge the fact of the “woman’s I(!lctators:]llp-_
The only beneficiary of such ambivalence is, naturally; the dictator ?"

o | " =

i
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If the idea of the new party is to provide a democratic national altc'r-
native as has been enunciated by JP at his press confcn:.ncc, I'am afraid
the new party is starting on the wrong leg. A democratic alternative pre-
supposes the existance of democratic conditions in the country. Do they
exist ? I am not indulging in hyperbole when I say that God alone knows
how many people are in prison today without trial. The dictator herself
would not know. The press has surrendered without the semblance of even
a token fight. The judiciary (with a few honourable exceptions) has
only demonstrated that it will always be a part of the million ; after all,
clevation to the bench does not necessarily mean elevating oneself up and
away from all that is a part of our national life and character. If Parliament
has been reduced to a joke, the socalled-opposition parties’ members who
still refuse to resign their seats from that illegitimate Lok Sabha are only
playing the part of circus clowns. I believe it is a contradiction in terms to
say that we shall provide a democratic alternative to a fascist d-.ict.a_torship.
Such a position only means that we are all mixed up with our priorities.

- In my opinion, the new party can have relevance only as an mst_ruﬁfeﬁt B
of people’s struggle “to overthrow the fascist clique from Dclhi_and to
restore democracy and the rule of law in the country. #Anf to. acquire that
kind of relevance and the credibility that goes with '\Ejth party must take
up unequivocal positions on a number of questions of:i imediate import.
First and foremost, without mincing ‘words, we must make itclear that we
are in fascist state. I have seen the documents which announce the recon-
stitution of the Lok Sangarsh Samiti with S.N. Joshi as its convener. The
document is a perfect example of a ‘willing to strike but afraid to wound’
mentality. The analysis of the situation made in the document and the form
of action suggested make it clear that we are living in a totalitarian state.-
But the term used are ‘incipient totalitarianism’, ‘early days of the Nazi rule
in Germany’ and the like. I am not saying that we equate the Indian prisons
with. the. Nazi concentration camps. The point is shall we wait till that stage
is reached to call the woman a fascist dictator ? I must say, in fairness
to JP, that he has been quite blunt in his characterisation of the situation..
In his letter addressed to those who met in Bombay on March 20-21, 1976,

h;la: repeatedly says that ‘we have in the country today a complete dictator-
ship’. SR 3 :

_ The next step must be to serve notice that the Emergency be lifted and
the status quo ante June 25 1975, be restored within thirty days. I am not.
suggesting this with the hope of even some remote chance of the demand
being accepted. -My-sele intention behind this proposal is to provide the
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ok Sabha an opportuniry to rcsign' IHEf'r
modicum of Jegitimacy 10 that illegi-
served by all opposition members
and is not met within thirty days,

he end of the period. Thirdly, the
gle will be a non-

it cannot be spelt

members of the united patty in 111? L'
seats and stop giving any more, C\.CH' (1]
timatc body. The notice miy b.c jointly
of the Lok Sabha and state thal if the dem
ig i i i tt
natories, will resign enmasse a
i le. Since the strug

a plan of strugg
party must draw up a P r why

violent form of action, there is no reason whatsoeve 0 i of
out to the minutest detail. It should include satyagraha tfquug g
holding of street corner meetings, gheraoes,

anti-dictator slogans on the walls,

of ministers and other minions of the dictator, as also of govc'rnn.?::nt

offices etc. There are 100 universities in India and we cou]c! have 100" senicr
university students to carry

persons responsible for creating cells among the :
on a campaign of educating the people against the dictatorship. Teachers,
students and youth groups could-also be charged with netting up such educa-

tional cells in all the colleges in the country. Similar agitation propcells will
have to be organised in factories and offices through trade unions and other

4 groups. - |
vy Fourthly, the party must draw up a plan of people’s movements aga_inst
official highhandedness, against demolition of houses and hutments, for

ans etc. Fifthly, the party must lay down here

securing land and bank o
and now the terms under which it will enter the election areas. These must
include 1. Withdrawal of the emergency and the unconditional release of all

ths before the

nues and others arrested during the emergency. six mon
5. 3. Repeal of all laws

4. Resignation
-taker

iy dete
poll 2. Restoration of status quo ante Jume 25, 197
; curtailing freedom of press and other fundamental freedoms.
" of the central government and the appointment of an all party care
governments two months before the poll. ~ 5. Equal time for the united party
on radio, TV and other govcrnment-controlled media. Sixthly, the programme
of the united party must promise the people that if the party is returned to

ng to trial all those in government including those occupying

power it will bri
-people and other criminal

the highest positions, for their anti-social, anti
activities. '

While making these points, I am very much aware that politics is the art
of the possible. But we are not currently indulging in political activity. We
arc engaged in what is literally a life and death struggle against a bunch of
criminals who have usurped power at the centre. I am also aware that

strong words do not move any mountains. But calling a spade need not

cause any embarrassment to any of us.
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Be that as it may, the most import
to-project itsell as an instrument of soci
the restoration of moral and cthical val
cipher, Over the years, we saw

foundations of our polity as a par

ant thing is for the new united party
al and economic change and also aq
ues without which everything is a big
the woman destroy the moral and ethical
SO t of her strategy to capture absolute power,
Whether it was the political duplicity she practiced, the immorality of the
floor-crossing and catering to the baser instincts of public men she en-
cquraged, the brutal Killings of the socalled Naxalites (later also of the
Mar:_ust communists) inside and outside the prisons she engineered (often
with active and always with passive approbation of those heinous and
barbariclmimes by most people in the socalled opposition parties—most of
whom are now themselves in prison) tlie black mailing of her political
associates leading to their total castration that she organised—these and
many more acts of commission and ommission of the woman have completely
destroyed the moral fabric of our nation. If India survives, it is in spite of
the dictator and her cohorts, inspite of the opposition and its lack of mind
and will in spite of everyone and everything. For millienniums, this country
has survived ; and its people have putup with inequities unparalleled in
human history. Unless we now create an awareness, first and fore_m'ost,
"}{{n'Bn.g those a?p_i'l—"ing to lcad the people in the struggle for _restoration .of
liberty and democracy, and then among.the masses, Ofthe_ $hzp alid graviry
of the problems we afe faced with, social, economic, politital and moral
problems,—we have nothing much to dq or to offer.

_ Anot-her.point.'Almost to the last man, opposition politictans in India
f\ are obssessed with ‘opposition’. I remember. the 1967-70 days when non-
) Congress coalitions were in power in various States. Men?b_ers of the cabmct,s
of these governments used to call themselves ‘opposition .g(_)vermlucnts .
Even when in pdwer, they-did not realise that they were ruling parties and
the Congi was the opposition party. The re_s.olution adopted at Bor'{ll?_ﬂy
meeting of March 20-21, 1976 once again reminded me of this ‘opposnt!on
o‘bsesvs'.iOn’. The resolution, in para 6;tefers-to the appointment of a St;crmg
. Committee ‘to draw up a policy and programme for a single unified demo-
cratic opposition party’. What you mean is a political party. Why for a
single unified democratic opposition party’. Why call it an ‘opposition
party’? Iam not indulging in semantics. But, these little things influence
our thinking. T used to be filled with revulsion when our Party people used
to talk about “‘virodhi Sarkarem’. It went on for years, and we are still at it.
‘\}’?qu to form a political party that wants to come to power through A
parliamentry means, but which will also subscribe to extra-parliamentary 'g
meaas like satyagraka and civil disobedience, strikes etc., if and when it
becomes necessary to secure any immediate relief to “the people sufféring i
i

B
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from oppression by government and other: sources. It is nccessary to _dr”:e
home these points constantly. Because, the ruling oligarchy also tries Lo
perpetuate the myth that its destiny is to rule. With a small, docile and
domesticated opposition adorning a few scats on the other side in the
.+ amphitheatre. Those getting old and tired could always cross the floor and
?;'-?_; help themselves to some crumbs or chew a few bones as some are now doing.

I want the party to take a positive position on satyagraha and civil dis-
obedience. There has to- be an alternative to the bullet when the ballot
being to oppress or becomes irrelevant. If we renounce satyagraha and civil

©  disobedience, we admit that there is no alternative to violence.

It is supremely important that the new party tell the people that only
by going through the crucible of suffering and sacrifice including the sacrifice .
of our lives, will our country see liberty and democracy again. We will only
be GCeatmg what others have said and done through the ages when we
prepare the people for this struggle. Thomas Jefferson had said that the
tree of liberty must be provided with the manure of the blood of patriots
once in every thirty years if tyrants were not to ‘take over. It is now thirty
years since the blood and toil of another generation of our countrymen
planted the tree which has now been felled. “Our generation will have to go
through the entire effort all over again.

Onellast point, Though I am aware that most of the younger generation

of the poljtical lcadership are in prisons, it would, nevertheless, be worth-
while t& hlave some young people to associate themselves with the efforts of
those of you who still have some freedom of.movement. The average age
of those who met in Bombay on March 20-21, 1976 must be about 65-70. It
should be brought down at 40-45. It does not matter if the young people do
not have the experience. If they have the will and the spirit, that can take
care of their lack of experience. Secondly, please see that women are
associated, if possible, in the same proporation as men. Not as ornaments,
someone’s wife or mother or sister also attending or being around. There
are committed women and girls. They may also be lacking in experience or
resourcefulness, besides suffering from other wellknown, age old handicaps.
But they must be there. For they have a big role as any man may have to
play. And socially backward people and minorities. Again, it is no use
saying that they are not around. They are very much around, but they need
a little bit of extra push. If these matters are not - taken care of in the
beginning itself, it may later become difficult to carry the ‘message across to
_Where it must actually reach. And if you recognise any dead- wood, throw
it out right now. There should be no room for cowards in our movement.
Lay down some tests, and don’t waste time with those that fail. ~The cause
will be served better without some of these fair weather associates.

s

X
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And finally please protect and defend all those who are engaged in the
struggle against the dictatorship, even if you do not agree with the words
and deeds of some of them. The worst among them are more patriotic and
less harmful than the best of the dictator’s myrmidons, to speak nothing of
the dictator and her cabal. And by the same token, maintain close relations
with all genuine opposition partiecs irrespective of their ideological hues. |
have not written about the programme of the united party for two reasons,
Firstly, this has been drafted long ago and anything in the finalisation of
Which JP has the last word, can be accepted without any reservation : and
secondly, because I do not know whether a programme etc. have really any
relevance at this stage.

. T hope you will find it possible to circulate this letter among the various
parties. With kind regards and greetings,

from the underground : Yours
somewhere in India ' George Fernandes
May 26, 1976

(Capy to ?) Shri N.G. Goray New Delhi

ia II
My Dear Nanasaheb, 14.12.1976.

The newespaper report that you are attending a meeting of Opposition
parties called by Mr. Karunanidhi to initiate talks with Mrs. Gandhi. Accord-

—_—

.ing to my information, some talks are on atthe moment between Mrs.

Gandhi’s nominous and some important leaders of some opposition parties.
J also learn that some kind of proposals amounting to a sell-out bave also
been submitted by the opposition leaders. I am sure you will make it clear
to those opposition leaders’ meeting that so far as the Socialist Party is con-
cerned, it is committed to continue the struggle against Mrs. Gandhi’s dictator-
ship to its logical end can never compromise on certain fundamental issues like
withdrawal of Emergency and scrapping MISA, release of all political prison-
ers and others held without trial, freedom of the press, independence of the
judiciary, immediate dissolution of the illegitimate Lok Sabha and the holding
of elections after fulfilling certain preconditions to ensure a fair poll, repeal
of the Constitutional; amendments adopted since June 25, 1975. The recent
special convention of the Party held in Bombay has, if anything, endorsed
the line of struggle always persued by the party. I also hope you will be
able to persuade the opposition leaders to get their parties to direct their
members in the Lok Sabha to resign their seats forthwith and join forces to

wage a relentless struggle to overthrow the dictatorship. A copy of my letter

to JP is enclosed. . gy ' _ .
Yours sincerely, i j

With greetings, ; . 4 ~ Sd/- George Fernandes.
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George Fernandes to J. P.

My dear Jayaprakashji,

There are certain aspects of the present situation that have disturbed
and alarmed me. First, there is this orchestration of statements by
many sundry leaders and some leader writers urging you to call off the
movement. Second, one sees constant efforts by some busy bodies to some-
how or the other secure an invitation to sit across the table with Mrs-Gandhi.
Third, there is a stubborn refusal to realise that Vinoba’s first loyalty is to
the court and that he will never lift a little finger to help the fighters for
freedom and democracy in the country. Fourth, there is reluctance to make _
an honest evaluation of the changes that have taken placein ourbody politic _
since. Mrs Gandhi turned dictator on June 26, 1975. Concommitart with all |

T this7is the delusion that Mrs Gandhi is still not a dictator. ‘A recent refrain. _ :
from those who seek to have a dialogue is that the first task before J. P. and
othersis to secure the release of those in prisons.

I had hoped. that this growing cacophony of normalisers is but only a
. manifestation of the frustration of despondency of some of the leaders and
not one of those diabolical moves of the dictator to drive a wedge in the
ranks of those opposed to her dictatorship, sow- confusion among the masses
and demoralise those who are uncompromising in the fight. This move to
negotiate has, I believe, been motivated by a desire to prevent or in any case
postpone the creation of a one party through merger of various parties of
the opposition by presenting a new set of priorities.

The frantic efforts-that-are being made, and a series of meetings that
have been arranged by opposition party leaders have confirmed my fears of
a “sell out”. T could not believe that any responsible leader from any party
could formally put down the kind of terms that are reported to have been
Suggested as the basis for talks that are scheduled for the next few days.
Neither the demand to revoke emergeney nor for the release of all political
Prisoners surprisingly is set for negotiations. Whatever the result of these
talks, it would—affect the already low morals and sagging determination of
political workers and others who have been opposing the dictatorship. _

I must say the opposition parties in India have neither learnt nor un-
learnt anything since June 26, 1975. When will they rcalisg _lha.t'_they are .
facing a woman who will never surrender power?—Can _they not see if Nehru
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went ihont prooming s daupghter in subtle nind sophlaticnted way to succend
flllllh (e mother ok oven o modieus of shiaome while lmluluhm ina crnde
and ol oxcrolse (o nnnolnt her son na the suceessor, ‘This Is not ta say
(hivt Nehou's method wan commaondinhle or wis lewn dishonourable, but only
o poin out that Hko then fo now (he opposition refussen (o understinnd ”_"3
desfpni of  the rulling olique, — Over (he yeart, oppoaltion politics Tn "'f'“'
has been reacting o the Inltintives of the ralling party and of nover taking
e Tnltintive on 1t own and maks the raling coterle run for [from] ehairs, In
e mid sixtien, De Lohla ook the Inltiative unlted the ”Pl"’“““'f' by drag-
plng them Hterally by the werufl ol thelr necks and routed the Congress in
1967, But since then, except for the Initiative which l'hc youth lmlrk in
Gularat and later in Bihar, their hos hardly been an elfort (o L‘Ulllr:lfli
the Conpress by the opposition parties, The development ginee June 20.11)/.:
indieato that the opposltion lenders lnck notonly the perspective but also
in nerve,  Or  elge can anyone fny that the primury task today 1% l'n
aecure the relense of those in prisons? This in the stull that breeds and nouri-

_ shes dictators,
1 anrenware-of your own frusteations with the dpposition leaders and
alio of the kind of pressures they are building on you. But | want you 1o
khow that there are people whoo are committed Lo carry the fight 11}5‘}]“‘*5
“tle dictatorship to the bitter end and for as long as 14 necessary, 'l |)'cllcVL
e there are certain issue which are simply non-negotiable, “These arc:
Révoeation of emergency nnd serapping of MISA; Jlltlcpcndcm:c of lhc'Jud;.
chiry; immediate dissolution of the illegitimate Lok Sabha and 'lhc holding of
olections after fulfilling certain pre-conditions Lo ensure i fair poll and re-
peal of the constitutional amendments adopted since. June 26, 1975. Release
of all political prisoners and other held with —out trials; freedom of the

press.

I know that Mrs Gandhi will accept none of these terms. If she can
accept these conditions now, she need not have, in the first place, usurped
power and become a dictator. And it is not merely that it is impossible for
her 1o reverse what she has done. With the opposition that does not show
much will to fight, what is there for her to be worried about? So what pre-
cisely do the ‘Negotiators’ want to ‘negotiate” about even il they realise at
this last moment to add to their demands for discussion at the negotiating
table ? '

Instecad of spending their time drafting statements sceking negotiations
whatever terms, I wish to opposition parties applicd their collective mind
to build an effective movement among all sections of our people to resist the
dictatorship. The time appears to be favourable for such . efforts to be
successful, - . ;
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For all her bombast, Mrs. Gandhi is today more isolated from the
people than she ever was. Her credibility is at its nadir. T am told that
recently in Delhi, even doctors rushed to the schools and took their children
away belicving that Mrs Gandhi is sterilising them. She and her propagan-
dists say that prices are falling while in  Delhiin the four weeks
beginning from the first week of November to the first week of
December there has been an increase of ten two twenty per cent in the
prices of consumer goods. Even in Delhi’s Super Bazar, the dictator’s much
touted fair price shop of the Capital, mustard oil was selling at Rs.
12.15 per 'kg. On December 1, compared to Rs. 10.20 on November [. In
this one month Vanaspati has gone up from Rs. 8.15 to Rs. 8.50 packed

vanaspati from Rs. 9.90 to Rs. 10.50, pure ghee from Rs. 25.50 to Rs. 26.25
a kg. Two hundred grams of coconut oil cost Rs. 4.65 on December |
compared to Rs. 4.25 in the last weck of November. The same with the
prices of dals. In the above period of one month. a kg of moong (whole)
is up from Rs. 2.15 to Rs. 2.30, urad (whole) from Rs. 2.65 to Rs. 2.80,
masur (red) from Rs. 2.45 to Rs 2.80 rajam chitra from Rs. 2.60 to Rs. 2.95,
The Economic Times Index of Wholesales prices of commodties (base 1069-
70:100) which was 158.5 on December 9, 1975 stood at 179.2 on Dceember
9,1976 an incrcase of 13.5 per cent.

Her radio has become a permanent joke. The censored press and the
Samacharred news do not fool the people anymore. The all pervading fear
that she succeeded in instilling among the people is still there; but in Bombay

—Poona;—Mangalore, West Bengal and Tamil Nadu, there has been a series of
strike action by industrial workers. The number of police firings in Uttar
Pradesh aloue during the last few months of the sterilisation drive are said to
be more than one hundred with over a thousand fatal casualties. Last month
in a speech in the Lok Sabha Shibbanlal Saxena said that in his constitueney
of Gorakhpur police had opened fire on people in several places to force
into sterilisation camps. Of course, the speech was censored. In Maharash-
tra and Karnataka¥her party is a house divided. In Gujarat her party legis-
lators came to blows on who should be the Chief Minister. Her ministers
in Orissa and West Bengal are issuing press statements accusing each other of
being ““anti-social elements” who indulge in ‘““anti-social’ activities. This is
the House Mrs Gandhi lives in. Granted that the bureaucracy and the re-
pressive organs of state power are continuing to prop.her petticoat dictator-
ship, are there not enough signs to indicate that like all dictatorship every-
where her dictatorship too finally will be consigned to -the garbagc heap.

I am sorry if I have rambled a bit. But I think it is necessary to re-
cord my total disenchantment with some of our fncnds. It is my conviction
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that the future of qur country will be sh
state their everything to restore democracy
misers and others who
some legitimacy and
dictatorship.

apped by those who are willing to
and the rule of law. The compro-
are seeking the soft options will succeed only in giving
hence credibilty and respectability to Mrs Gandhi's

contiizcn::: nc101.1tex.t, I am at a loss tq understand the minds of those who
criticise £ aintain their }ﬂc.mbcrshlp of the Lok Sabha even while they

cise for the record that it is a House which has lost its mandate. Why
s.should. anyone take cognisance of their criticism when they have no qualms
In deriving whatever petty privileges they can as members of that illegitimate
Lok Sabha, This split mind of the opposition is Mrs Gandhi’s real strength.

. I am glad that the Socialist Party's special conveation—that met in
Bombay at the end of November had resolved to give all support to your
eﬁ'c_)rts to unite the four parties of the opposition. If such a unity is not
forthcoming, the party has said that it will go along with you in the forma-
tion of a new party. In the present frame of mind, of the leaders of the

.T_—-—par{iss—wl}it}h-—were to merge and their anxiety to reach a settlement at the
cost of giving up our fundamental demands, I believe that it is not desirable
to make further attempts to bring about'a.mcrgcr. Because one of the basic
points of agreement for merger was the struggle for the restoration of status
quo ante June 26, 1975, and it is clear that no party other than the socialist

—party is willing now to adhere to this basic objective and the socialist Party

cannot agree to a merger unless there is agreement over this fundarhental*

question. The political resolution adopted by the Bombay convention of
the party has directed the party members to—address themselves to the task

of “training and organisation of cadres and the widest possible mass contact
for a-long and sustained struggle for the restoration of democracy.”

Since June 1974, I have been urging you to launch a political party and
I have committed myself, despite some reservations and a little hostility
from many of my party comrades, to work for the success of that effort. At
the mecting of opposition parties convened by you in November 1974 in
- Delhi I had circulated a long note (which was later issued in pamphlet form)
in which I had publicly appealed to you to launch a new party. ‘T am aware
of the handicaps you face because of the state of your health, but I believe
that you owe it to posterity to bring under one banner all those who are
i i i d. are committed to the creation

pledged to fight against the dictatorship an

of a democratic egalitarian society in India.

[ am deliberately refraining from making any suggestions daho.up ::c
forms and future course of struggle. I have said enough on this during my
days in the underground and

P

r
|

al

done—what I believed was peeded and wa_s .

LT
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acity I have no regrels and I can never have any reasons to

I am sure that our youth, workers and intellectuals wil
nstruments of struggle and succeed in over-
the recent weeks of real

Id gladden your

within my cap

revise my Views.
keep forging new and adequate i
throwing the dictatorship. Therc have been signs in

restlessness and defiance in many circles, signs which shou
heart as they have put more hopes in mine. '

In the context of the negotiations that are underway and the general
anxiety for a settlement that is apparent from the attitude of the leadership
of most opposition parties, it is'necessary to make it clear that the socialist
party cannot agree to participate in such negotiations, nor will it agree to
join other parties in the move to withdraw the struggle against the dictator-
ship. The Socialist party has made its position clear in the past and has
endorsed it at recent Bombay convention. As the Chairman of the Socialist
party, I will not be a party to the repudiation of what has been an article

of faith and which has received unqualified and unanimous support and
endorsement from the rank and file. I think, it is my duty to make the
position of the Socialist party and of my own clear to you as I understand

9 that you are being_pressurised to agree to the withdrawal of the struggle
~=—— by the Lok Sangharsh Samiti. ' ' o

Please take care of your health. I do have to tell you how much all of
us think of ‘you and pray for your health. With kindest regards. »

othering me : why have the negotia-
Gandhi is having serious problems in

P.S. A few questions which are b

: tions become so vocal when Mrs
Eg Orissa and West Béngal where the CPI-supported Chief - Ministers and their
'j;* coteries are under attack by their own -partymen, and w_hen_ from Delhito | |
ko ‘Chincpokli congressmen are vying with each other in issuing statements
T d : : 7 Is Mrs Gandhi
& telling their CPI tails to stop wagging the congress dog ? Is Mrs Gandhi
trying to tell something to the Russians through proxy . by encouraging the
negotiators whom she branded till a few days ago as “fascm'ls”.? Or.xs she

nd Western capitalists that India is theirs to

trying to tell the American a
plunder and when it comes
friends tomorrow ?

to ideology the fascists of yesterday will be her

George Fernandes
December 14, 1976.
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December 31, 1976

Dear Jayaprakashji,

In my letter of December 14, I had given expression to certain fears
about recent developments and also stated my views on merger, negotiations
and struggle. Since then, my worst fears have been confirmed, and I have a
foreboding of something disastrous happening. -

The note which the BLD leaders have given to Mrs Gandhi’s spokes-
man after their secret exploratory meeting with them clearly spells out the
terms of the surrender. And if this note is only a ‘points for discussion—
that is how it is titled—, the final settlement could be nothing but an
ignoble surrender.” In a letter dated December 18, to the members of his
working committee,. Asoka Mehta says that the meeting of opposition
leaders held in Delhi—en- December—15,-16-and-17,~approved of the approach
behind the note and welcomed a dialogue.” So whatever it is that Charan

Singh and Biju Patnaik have negotiated with Mrs Gandhi’s men is now
being accepted as the common approach of the entire opposition. I am not
elaborating on the BLD note, since you must be aware of its contents.

The newspapers had reported and now Asok says in his letter of Dec
———18thatin a message to the Delhi meeting you had welcomed the initiative
of the opposition. Obviously your message was sent before Dec 14 and like
almost everyone else you could not have been aware of the secret meeting
of BLD leaders with Mrs Gandhi’s men, or of the terms of surrender nego-
tiated between them. Yet, an impression is sought to be created that you
approve of these terms and that you are keenon a settlement at any cost. 1
am not prepared to swallow this bait; but in the prevailing—atmosphere, it is
likely a very large number of our comrades, those inside and outside
prisons, will fall for it and go along with these exercises in the emascula-
tion of the opposition’s will, thinking that you too have blessed this effort.

It is now obvious that the moves for merger arc not motivated by a
desire to create a united, command to fight the dictatorship. The most
charitable view that can be taken is that they have been induced by a sense
of fatalism and by what may be called, a sink or swim together attitljde,
I have reasons to believe that it is something far worse than that. With her
characteristic cunning Mrs Gandhi is using the opposition leaders, some of
whom obviously defeated and demoralised men to help her out of a pre-

Scanned by CamScanner



e 4

R O T Rl T o L e e e e NI T T e R R e

éc}zg_rge to .f._ f‘._ {93

dicament. Everyonc knows that in rccent months opposition to Mrs

Gandhi’s dictatorship has been gaining ground even in unexpected quarters.
On the eve of the debate on the final rape of the constitution in November,
in that illegitimate Lok Sabha thousands of lawyers teachers, writers and

other intellectuals, singly and collectively came out openly questioning the
competence of the rump parliament, to amend the Constitution. Later,
many more intellectuals joined in petitioning the President to withold the
assent to those amendments. In the universities, in the bar associations
among writers and thinkers therc is now total realisation that Mrs Gandhi
is-a total dictator whose commitment is only to her dynasty. So what. does
she do ? Initiate talks with the opposition and create an illusion among
such people that after all she is nota dictator and dictators do not hold
talks with the opposition. Do They ? and rather than unite all those who

‘have-Trecently come out opposing the dictatorship and extend the areas of
fstruogle the opposition is only too willing to play Mrs Gandhi’s game.

It is also evident that Mrs Gandhi wants the opposition to go in for
collective castratipnwas a pre-condition to accept in their surrender. She is

~therefore very anxious to see that the four parties merge quickly and then

surrender ‘jointly, |such elements that will refuse to go along could
then be easily marked out and crushed. Thereby dealing a mortal blow

to the will and capa 1ty of the peoplé to keep ﬁghtmg-—at least for the time
being.

I can'sée no dvénue other than relentless struggle, Opeh for those who

.warnt to restore democracy in India. And for this struggle we need unity of
. purpose and action. But when action is not contemplated, nay discarded

and the purpose is to play the game according to the rules framed to manage
a fascist dictatorship where does the unity of the. opposition party fit into

-all this ? .Let me therefore reiterate what I had written to you in my letter

of Dec 14 that the Socialist Party cannot be a party to this merger for

.surrender.

After three days of secret confabulations with BLD representatives and

:after getting the opposition leaders to make a ‘declaration of faith’ and

further after manoeuvring them into a position of merger sans struggle, Mrs

- Gandhi has launched a new tirade against these parties. She has charac-

terised Ch. Charan Singh as an opportunist committed to a one point pro-
gramme of becoming the chief minister of Uttar Pradesh. She has called the
Jan Sangh a party of violence bracketted with the Naxalites. As for
the  Socialist - Party after reqruiting its history by proclaiming ‘Acharya
Narendra Deva as its sole founder, she has been pleased to certify that he

“was a good man, while all othcrs who havc becn assoc:ated with thc socialist
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party have been branded as frustrated people, who were prompted with the

sole desire to denigrate her father and his offspring, and the moral
‘coward that she is, has stooped to attack Dr Lohia without mentioning him

by name accusing him of having exposed for public gaze all the dirt of Mr

Nehru’s politics which he (Nehru) had so successfully concealed from the

people. Since then, her mentally dehydrated minions have been issuing
statements daily repeating the same charges.

. One does not need a great deal of imagination to realise that this

characteristically vulgar display of boorishness by the dictator and her
minions in attacking the opposition without giving them a chance to defend
themselves is designed to subject them to humiliation, to make them look
ridiculous before the people, to conseuf the ranks of the opposition parties
and to demoralise those who support them, but why these attacks when the
so-called talks are on ? One could, of course, explain them away as the
outburst of a schrophenic but not when one sees a perfect method in this
‘madness. The-fact is that Mrs-Gandhi is trying to tell the people that the
opposition are not only devoid of all courage and convictions but they even
lack in selfrespect, the cartoon in Blitz of Dec 21 1976 (page 2) sums the
total picture and the statement by Om Mehta asKing the opposition to admit
“that their conduct before June 25, 1975 was wrong, confirms it.

That the opposition have to constantly invoked your name no matter
what they wish to do means that you are in a position to prevenf their going
in for an abject surrender, and not for their sake, I do not care what happens
‘to any of us whether in jail or outside, all of us are expendable in this
struggle to restore liberty and democracy but we owe to the people to the
generations to come to keep the struggle going. I do not subscribe to the
" theory that Mrs Gandhi’s dictatorship is there for keeps. Everyday the bell
is tolling louder for her. If the opposition leaders show nerve and character

and the will to fight, it will only be a matter of time before we shall have
overcome. )

JI am therefore, appealing to you to ask the opposition leaders to give
up this exercise in emasculation and instead to draw up a programme of
struggle, to go to the people to the workers and peasants, to unemployed
youth, to the exploited masses in the urban and ‘rural areas to the
landless, the Harijans and Muslims and Adivasis, to educate them and
prepare them to fight against the dictatorship. can say without any fear
of contradiction, that an overwhelming majotty of the people are Oppos.ed
\| to the dictatorship, and if only the collective cadres of the oppqsition parties
operate with a collective will, they can change the course of history sooner
than they believe it to be possible, and you make them do it. -
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I hope this finds you in good health. Wil
| (George Fernandes)

J. P. TO GEORGE FERNANDES

I read over your letter to J.P. His reactions were as follows :
contained in the Jetter. Most of

“I very much appreciate your sentiments, a7it)
the people who come to see me insist that the struggle (or movcmthat
should not be withdrawn. There are of course a few people who do suggest

the movement should be withdrawn. But they do not have any impact on my
mind. My main concern is how to convert our idea of the movement 1nto
reality. How to give practical shape to the psychological opposition to the
present dictatorship. This is the question I am faced with ?”

'Sd/- Sachidanand

(Original-in.Hindi) : Private Secretary to
Jayaprakash Narayan.

YOUTH FOR GEORGE FERNANDES COMMITTEE

Dear Friend :

You are aware that George Fernandes and
facing trial in a Delhi Court charged—with a conspiracy to overthrow Mrs.
Gandhi’s goverament. The case against them has come to be known as the

Baroda Dynamite Case.

An unscrupulous government, which Mr. Fernandes rightly calls a
fascist-monarchist dictatorship, is sparing no efforts and is pouring all its
resources to secure the conviction of Mr. Fernandes and his co-accused.
Over 575 witnesses have been lined up and thousands of pages of documen-
tation prepared to make this Cospiracy Case a court room extravaganza. All
over the world, Indian embassies and other hired agents are d'rlin':l'ming up a
?ampaign in a desperate effort to confuse world . opinion over the issues
involved in this case. Our Embassies. and High Commissions have been

twenty-two others are

| Scanned by CamScanner




I_js-suf"g regular “buckgro.unders”
" painting Mr. Fernandeg
“heaven” the Nehry dy

Nearer at home, Mr.

) IS bej :
liation and harr _¢INg subjected to constant hupmj.
€, Is to be ex

_ pected from g dictat

4 court "handcy i : ol
heavy police guard and ig locked up i ffet:_l e Naned, and S Xept b
Since Jun'e 12, (1976) he has

his lawyers,

‘There is no dep
the nation in chains,
trial. Those of us wh
ment to democracy and socialism,
the rights and in.furtherance of tp

ying that Mr, Fern
And in hjs person

' it is the entire natjonp that is on
0 know Mr. Fernan

des are aware of his total commit.
The struggles he has waged in defence of

¢ aspirations of the working and toiling
people of our coun -«y_atc_a_pau_cl_fillghistory of our nation. The personal

sufferings he'has un crgone and the sacrifices he has made in upholding his

convictions have few parallels. He has [ed movements of the youth for
jobs, of the homélegs for houses, of the landless for land. In his single-

minded devotion to|the cause of civil liberties, he has led a world-wide
campaign against .tHe government’s atrocities towards the Naxalites., He

ke up her mind. He cam.-
» Angela Davis of the United States,

ian jackboot in Hungary and Czechos-
lovakia.

Today, when Mr. Fernandes is on trial,
_of_'cvery Indian to rush to his defence.
charges brought against him is just
of one thing we can be certain :
will show George Fernandes in
utter fearlessness, and tremendou

it becomes the patriotic duty
What stand he will take on the
now a matter of much speculation. But
it will be a stand that will do us proud and

the full splendour of his indomitable will,
s strength of character.

A National Defence Committee, with Acharya J.B, Kn'pa'lani as Chair-

-man has been set up for the defence of Mr. Fernandes and his cq-aczusédt-

Several ‘illustrious people, including former judges of the H.Igh_ s0:::‘“:i

Iegislators and parliamentarians, writers and workers, ]égal l}il:;:]a[r:wyers

students, professors and trade unionists ha.ve Jomt‘-_d this Omm'd u-‘ for the

z from all over the country have offered their s‘cw;zti:ssintgo fitggs topmcct she
il defence of Mr. Fernandes. The Committee is
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cxpenses of legal defence and to keep the people informed of the pro

the trial lhrc.)uggl Publication of bulletins cte, In Europe Amcr?ﬁ g}ess o
and Australia, in parliaments all over the world, concern has been c(x' r?:i‘):c‘:l'
over the treatment meted out to George " Fernandes. Defence Com&ittccs

have bee i al E .
0 set up in several European and American countries by Socialists

and others concerned with human i i

‘ n liberty and freedom. Eminent law
from England have offered to fly to India and stand up in defence ofﬁ:s
Fernandes. '

We have set up a national Youth for George Fernandes Committee to
help S}l;_)plemcr]t the efforts of the National Defence Committee. We are
organising branches of this Committee all over the country to raisc funds,
to disseminate the news of the trial, and to educate the people in general,

an_d]the youth in particular on the fundamental issues involved in this
trial.

The enclosed document, which is the text of a declaration made by me
in the Court, will give you some idea of the size of our problem. But I can
only say that'to make freedom a priceless gift, some of us have to pay a
heavy price. - 2o 5% 25 s :

This is an appeal to you to take courage in your hands and join the
Youth for Geérge Fernandes Committee and to play your role in the
struggle for the restoration of freedom and democracy in the country as.a
pre-requisite step tow_ards the establishment of a socialist -and egalitarian
society.

With greetings,
(Dr. Girija Huilgol)
General Secretary.

Chairman : Mr. Ravi Nair.
Vice Chairman : Mr. Than Singh Josh.
Please address your letters to :
The Secretary/Chairman,
Youth for George Fernandes Committee,
16-17, Vithalbhai Patel House,
Rafi Marg, e a3 R Py
New Delhi-110001. s SAIgpe i :
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AFFIDAVIT \

AFFIDAVIT OF Dr. Miss Girija Huilgol D/o Capt. R.P. Huilgol, aged 25
years resident of A15/11, Vasant Vihar, New Delhi-110057.

I the above named deponent do hereby solemnly affirm and state as
undcr — .

That the deponent is a Medical Graduate from the MAULANA AZAD
MEDICAL COLLEGE, New Delhi and is prcscntly working as a House
Surgeon in Irwin Hospital, New Delhi.

I note that the CBI has mentioned my name as a prosecution witness
in their case against George Fernandes and his collecagues. I also note that
they have circulated a large number of statements allegedly made by me to
their so-called Investigating Ofﬁcer.

— — Ever since the _arrest and subsequent detention of my father, Capt.
R.P. Huilgol, former Director of Operations, Indian Airlines, on March 28,

1976 on the alleged offence of having sheltered George Fernandes in our
house, my entire family has.been subjected to the most vicious forms of
harresmcnt torture, and blackmail by the CBI officials and other police
qgcnctps My brother, Chandra Kumar, was arrested and tortured and
asked to make statements which had no bearing on reality: The hararssment
and torture I have been subjected to is a long story which will be told some
day.

- I was taken into custody on March 30, 1976, in Dhulia, and from that
moment onwards I have been, and still am, under constant investigation and
interrogation. In the course of the never-ending interrogations, I was told
that I would be detained under MISA and my mother and brother too
would be picked up, and our family ruined; that I would have to spend
the rest of my life in prison. On the other hand, I was also told that if I
agreed to give evidence against George Fernandes and his friends and
colleagues, my father would be released, the prosecution against my father
would be withdrawn, and I would be substantially helped. ;

Even at this moment, T am being subjected to constant threcats and
terror. I am still being told that the freedom of my father depends on my
““cooperating’ with the CBI by giving evidence against George Fernandes
and his friends and colleagues. I have been told that my own freedom and ‘
liberty, as also that of my mother and brother also depends on my saying g
and doing things that the CBI would want me to say-or do. - %

LS Ty
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' want to state most emphatically that there is no question of my giving
evidence against George Fernandes and his colleagues, men whom I respect
and admire for their courage for conviction. Today, I am more than ever
convinced that we are living in a dictatorship that has to go. Only in a
dictatorship could my family and [ have been subjected to the terror and
blackmail that has been and still is our lot during these six months and

more.

With this statement, the CBI will finally know that there is no question
of my suc.cumbmg to their blackmail. They and others will now have no
qualms in subjecting me to further terror and blackmail. They may deny
me my own freedom, and my father, mother, and brother may be subjected
to grievous hurt. All this is the price some of us have to pay to restore to
the country the democratic values and the freedom which have been-trampled
under the high heels of the dlctatorshlp of Mrs. Gandhi. And 1 am prepared
to pay that prlce

I shall now devote my time and energy to hclp; organise the defence of
‘George Fernandes and his friends and comrades.

Sd/-
Dcpdnent

b'k/erification:—

I, the above named deponent do hcréby verify at Delhi on this 16.12.76
that the contents stated in the above Affidavit are true to my knowledge

and belief.
Sd/-

Deponent
Delhi/Dated : 16.12.76

Solemnly affirmed before me read
over & explained to the deponent.
SEAL Sd/- dt. 16.12.76
Oath Commissioner, Delhi
Mohan Lal Sud

Scanned by CamScanner




